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Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Ishaq Dar on Sunday held a telephone conver-
sation with his Iranian counterpart, Seyyed 
Abbas Araghchi, to discuss the evolving 
regional situation and an ongoing meeting of 
the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation’s 
(OIC) Council of Foreign Ministers in 
Baghdad, the FO said. In a post on X, the FO 
said the two leaders had discussed “the evolv-
ing regional situation” and “the ongoing OIC 
Council of Foreign Ministers meeting in 
Baghdad”. FM Dar “underscored the impor-
tance of continued dialogue and diplomacy 
in addressing regional challenges”, the state-
ment said. The two foreign ministers also 
“agreed to maintain close contact.”

Pakistan and Iran were expected to hold 
further consultations on regional peace 
efforts on the sidelines of the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation’s (OIC) Council of 
Foreign Ministers meeting in Baghdad on 
October 17–18. Iranian state news agency 
IRNA reported that the meeting would pro-
vide an opportunity for consultations 
between key regional players, including 
Islamabad and Tehran.

Pakistan has continued to advocate a 
negotiated settlement to the conflict involv-

ing Iran and the United States. On October 9, 
the military’s media wing chief, Lieutenant 
General Ahmed Sharif Chaudhry, said 
Pakistan remained committed to a “negoti-
ated and peaceful outcome” and warned 
against the conflict spreading further across 
the region. He said Pakistan had condemned 
attacks on Iran by the United States and 
Israel, as well as Iranian attacks on Arab and 
Gulf countries. Earlier today, FM Dar also 
held a telephone conversation with his 
Egyptian counterpart, Badr Abdelatty, and 
strongly condemned the Houthi attacks 
against Saudi Arabia, reaffirming their full 
solidarity with the Kingdom and support for 
its sovereignty, territorial integrity and secu-
rity.  In a post on X, the FO said the two lead-
ers also discussed the next meeting of the 
R-4 grouping, comprising Pakistan, Egypt, 
Turkiye and Saudi Arabia, during a tele-
phone conversation. “The two leaders 
exchanged views on recent regional devel-
opments,” the ministry added. Both looked 
forward to holding the next R-4 meeting 
soon to “further strengthen mutual ties and 
to coordinate on the regional issues.” 
According to the FO, the R-4 framework 
brings together Pakistan, Egypt, Türkiye 
and Saudi Arabia to strengthen ties and 
coordinate on regional issues. 

ANI

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif, Sunday, emphasized the criti-
cal need to provide equal opportunities in the 
education and health sectors to fulfill the true 
vision of Pakistan’s founder, Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. Speaking at the inau-
guration ceremony of Daanish School Kuri, 
the prime minister reflected on the sacrifices 
made during the 1947 migration, noting that 
millions left everything behind with the hope 
of building a nation grounded in justice, fair 
play, and merit. He asserted that Pakistan 
cannot reach its true destination without 
ensuring accessible, high-quality opportuni-
ties for all citizens across every field, stressing 
that every child from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
to Gilgit-Baltistan must be equipped with a 
quality education. And after eighty years 
down the lane, he said they must take a pause 
and have honest self introspection what they 
had dreamt of in 1947. “This might be some 
other Pakistan, but not Quaid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah’s Pakistan?” he 
remarked while referring to two different sets 
of education system in the country.

“That what we and our forefathers had 
dreamt of in 1947, and where we stand today, 
that the richest of this country earned their 
assets through hard work or otherwise, have 
the opportunity to send their sons and daugh-
ters to the best schools in Pakistan, not only 
here, to North of America and South of 
France. And imagine the plight of likes of this 
daughter from Bahawalpur and this daughter 
from KP, and this boy in front of you who also 

became a doctor,” he added
The prime minister emphasized that every 

child—from Karachi to Peshawar, regardless 
of socioeconomic background—deserves 
equal access to quality education.

Contrasting the opportunities available to 
the elite, who can easily afford prestigious 
domestic or international institutions, the 
prime minister highlighted the plight of 
exceptionally bright children from impover-
ished families across Pakistan, Azad 
Kashmir, and Gilgit-Baltistan.

He noted that these children could never 
dream of attending elite institutions like 
Aitchison College, let alone receiving a decent 
standard of education. To bridge this massive 
gap, the prime minister shared that he first 
established the Daanish Schools network 
back in 2010, driven by the mission to uplift 
underprivileged youth and provide them 
with world-class educational opportunities. 
The prime minister said that Punjab 
Endowment Fund now transformed into 
Pakistan Endowment Fund and it was now a 
realization of Quaid e Azam’s vision that all 
children from the length and breadth of coun-
try, should get equal opportunities in educa-
tion and health. The event was attended by 
ministers, parliamentarians, diplomats, rele-
vant authorities, teachers and students.

The prime minister cited the example of a 
young daughter from KP (Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa who is a special child, but she 
never lost hope and struggled through the 
muddy waves of life beside a girl from back-
ward area of Punjab who graduated from 
Daanish School and became a doctor. 
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The electricity prices expected to 
by Rs2.56 per unit for one month 
for consumers across Pakistan, 
including the K-Electric customers, 
following a request by the Central 
Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA).

The CPPA has filed an applica-
tion with the National Electric 
Power Regulatory Authority (Nepra) 
under the monthly fuel price adjustment 
for September. The Nepra will hear the 
application on October 29. If approved, 
the increase will apply to electricity con-
sumers across the country, including 
those supplied by K-Electric.

In September, high-speed diesel-gener-
ated electricity was the most expensive at 
Rs62 per unit. Electricity generated from 
furnace oil cost Rs44 per unit, while lique-
fied natural gas (LNG)-based power cost 
Rs39 per unit.

The nuclear power cost Rs3 per unit, 
while hydropower cost Rs6 per unit.

ANI

Defence Minister Khawaja Asif on 
Sunday questioned the commitment 
of senior bureaucrats to Pakistan, 
alleging that a significant number of 
government officers had planned to 
settle abroad while still serving the 
country. In a statement on X, Asif said 
that while Pakistan’s bureaucracy had 
capable and honest officers, many offi-
cials had made Canada, the United 
States, the United Kingdom and other 
European countries their permanent 
homes over the past several years. He 
alleged that some officers had pre-
pared for their relocation under a 
deliberate plan while employed by the 

Government of Pakistan, raising ques-
tions about their commitment to the 
country and their official responsibili-
ties during their tenure. Asif said 
Portugal had emerged as a destination 
for what he described as a bureau-

cratic exodus in recent years. He added 
that he had raised the issue on social 
media a few months ago.

The defence minister said the offic-
ers whose names had surfaced in con-
nection with the matter had held 
important positions and had remained 
close to successive governments. He 
further alleged that an individual who 
facilitated permanent residency (PR) 
arrangements had fled after collecting 
substantial sums of money from sev-
eral influential bureaucrats. Asif said 
several troubling accounts were circu-
lating in connection with the matter, 
although he did not provide details or 
identify the individuals allegedly 
involved. 

Bilawal slams PTI’s Afridi 
over K-P security, says PPP 

ready to fight terrorists

Security forces kill  eight terrorists in three 
operations across Balochistan: ISPR
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Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari 
on Sunday lashed out at Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) “non-func-
tional” chief minister Sohail Afridi 
over the province’s security situa-
tion, saying the PPP was ready to 
fight terrorists if the PTI-led pro-
vincial government was unwilling 
to do so.

“If the chief minister of K-P is not 
ready to fight terrorists, then PPP is 
ready to fight them, and that is why 
we supported the government’s 
decision to impose governors’ rule”, 
Bilawal said while speaking to the 
media during a visit to the Karsaz 
Monument on the anniversary of 

the Karsaz bombing.
He also defended the imposition 

of governor’s rule, saying his party 
had backed the move in view of the 
security challenges.

Bilawal underscored that 
Pakistan was once again confront-
ing “terrorism from Khyber to 
Khuzdar”, recalling that the PPP 
government in 2008 had launched 
operations in Swat and other parts 
of K-P to fulfil a commitment made 
by former prime minister Benazir 
Bhutto.

“When the PPP formed the gov-
ernment in 2008, we launched oper-
ations in Swat and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and defeated the ter-
rorists,” he said, adding that 
Pakistan was now facing the conse-

quences of decisions to release mili-
tants who had previously been held 
in the country’s prisons.

Bilawal recalled that Benazir, in 
her final public address, had 
warned that certain forces did not 
want Swat to remain part of 
Pakistan. He said the country was 
once again facing attempts to 
undermine its control in the 
region.

He also criticised the handling of 
terrorism-related incidents, saying 
such attacks were not taken seri-
ously and alleging that evidence 
had been washed away even in the 
Karsaz attack. The PPP chairman 
said his party had once been at the 
forefront of the fight against terror-
ism, but the struggle had since 

become a collective responsibility, 
with citizens across the country 
striving for peace. Bilawal under-
scored that terrorism should not be 
used for political point-scoring and 
urged political leaders to speak out 
unequivocally against terrorists. 
Bilawal further stressed the impor-
tance of political reconciliation and 
consensus, citing Benazir’s efforts 
to strengthen democracy despite 
political differences and compro-
mises.

He stated that Benazir had 
worked with parties that had previ-
ously opposed her and former 
prime minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, 
including during the Movement for 
the Restoration of Democracy 
(MRD).
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Security forces killed eight terrorists belonging to 
the Indian proxy, Fitna al-Hindustan, in three 
intelligence-based operations (IBOs) in 
Balochistan and recovered 490 kilogrammes of 
explosives, the military’s media wing said on 
Sunday.

According to a statement issued by the Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR), on October 17, 
security forces conducted three IBOs in Quetta, 
Nushki and Khuzdar districts of Balochistan, on 
the reported presence of terrorists belonging to 
the Indian proxy, Fitna al-Hindustan. The federal 
government last year officially designated all ter-
rorist groups operating in Balochistan as Fitna al-
Hindustan, accusing India of sponsoring a proxy 
war through the outfits. In Quetta’s Panjpai area, 
security forces intercepted an attempt by terrorists 
to establish a roadblock to disrupt local traffic, 
resulting in the killing of five Indian sponsored ter-

rorists, the ISPR said. The statement added that 
“during sanitisation operation in Nushki district, 
security forces busted terrorists’ hideout, and after 
an intense fire exchange, two Indian sponsored ter-

rorists were sent to hell,” the ISPR said, adding that 
weapons and ammunition were also recovered. 

In a separate intelligence-based operation in 
Khuzdar, security forces engaged a terrorist hide-
out and killed one Indian-sponsored terrorist, 
according to the statement. A large quantity of 
explosives, weighing 490 kilogrammes, was also 
recovered. The ISPR said sanitisation operations 
were underway to eliminate any other Indian-
sponsored terrorists found in the areas. “Relentless 
counter terrorism campaign under vision “Azm-e-
Istehkam” (as approved by Federal Apex 
Committee on National Action Plan) by security 
forces and law enforcement agencies of Pakistan 
will continue at full pace to wipe out menace of 
foreign-sponsored and supported terrorism from 
the country,” the statement concluded. 

Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi praised the secu-
rity forces for conducting successful intelligence-
based operations against terrorists belonging to Fitna 
al-Hindustan in Quetta, Nushki and Khuzdar. 

PM stresses equal 
opportunities in education to 

realize Quaid’s vision

Sharjeel 
Memon wants 

Fazl to take 
‘unambiguous’ 
stance against 

terrorism
ANI

KARACHI: Sindh Senior 
Minister Sharjeel Memon 
has said disappointing 
statements are being heard 
from an experienced poli-
tician like Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman, adding Maulana 
himself faced terrorism.

Sharjeel Memon said that 
his party has suffered at the 
hands of terrorists, and he 
hopes that Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman will take an ‘unam-
biguous’ stance against ter-
rorism.He said that PTI lost 
its government by having a 
soft corner for terrorists, the 
blood of innocent people 
kept flowing, young men 
kept getting martyred and 
the founder of PTI kept talk-
ing about opening offices for 
terrorists. The senior provin-
cial minister added that PTI 
is facing the consequences of 
its own decisions today. 
Earlier, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 
Governor Faisal Karim 
Kundi has said that the pro-
vincial government can be 
formed and run without 
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam (JUI-
F) chief Maulana Fazlur 
Rehman, expressing disap-
pointment over the latter’s 
recent speech and disagree-
ing with his stance on the 
imposition of governor’s rule 
in the province. 

Khawaja Asif raises alarm over 
bureaucrats’ ‘exodus’ to Portugal

Electricity tariff expected to rise by 
Rs2.56 per unit for one month

FM Dar, Iranian FM discuss 
regional situation, OIC 

meeting in Baghdad

Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif interacts with students at Daanish School
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Islamabad-- Prime Minister of Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir Iftikhar Gilani 
chaired a meeting on the role of 
mosques and religious scholars in 
character building of the younger gen-
eration, with discussions focusing on 
Quranic education in educational 
institutions, moral training of students 
and the development of a coordinated 
strategy for character building.

During the meeting, religious schol-
ars appreciated the teaching of Nazra 
Quran (Quranic recitation) and Fahm-
ul-Quran (understanding of the 
Quran) in educational institutions. 
They assured the Prime Minister of 
their full support and cooperation for 
government initiatives aimed at pro-
moting Quranic education and 
strengthening the moral character of 
the younger generation.

The meeting was informed that 
making Quranic education more effec-
tive and meaningful for students 
learning Nazra Quran remains a key 
government priority. Participants also 
emphasized the importance of a coor-
dinated strategy to promote students’ 
moral development and character 
building.

Addressing the meeting, AJK Prime 

Minister Iftikhar Gilani said character 
building and moral education were 
essential for developing a civilized, 
enlightened and responsible society. 
He said the purpose of education was 
not limited to acquiring knowledge 
but also included instilling good mor-
als, discipline, tolerance and a sense of 
responsibility among young people.

He emphasized that teachers, reli-
gious scholars and parents all had a 
vital role to play in this process. He 
added that guidance and consultation 
would be sought from senior religious 
leaders and scholars to strengthen 
character-building initiatives for the 
younger generation. The Prime 
Minister reaffirmed the government’s 
commitment to taking measures that 
promote both the academic develop-

ment and moral training of children.
The meeting was attended by 

President Ittehad Tanzeemat-e-
Madaris Azad Kashmir Maulana 
Saeed Yousaf; founder chairman of the 
Character Education Foundation 
Mahmood Ahmed; Principal Secretary 
Adnan Khurshid; Secretary Schools 
Education Inayat Ali; spokesperson for 
Ittehad Tanzeemat-e-Madaris Azad 
Kashmir Syed Adnan Ali Shah; Rabita-
tul-Madaris Azad Kashmir represent-
atives Qazi Shahid Hameed and Qazi 
Muhammad Israel; Wafaq-ul-Madaris 
Al-Salafiyyah Azad Kashmir repre-
sentative Maulana Ateeq-ur-Rehman; 
and Tanzeem-ul-Madaris Azad 
Kashmir representatives Maulana 
Abdul Rauf Nizami and Abid Hussain 
Chishti, among others.

AJK PM Iftikhar Gilani Chairs Meeting 
on Role of Mosques and Religious 

Scholars in Character Building of Youth

Parents urged to 
vaccinate girls against 

cervical cancer
ANI

ISLAMABAD: Health authorities have urged parents to 
ensure that their daughters receive the human papillo-
mavirus (HPV) vaccine under the cervical cancer pre-
vention campaign, describing vaccination at an early age 
as an important step towards protecting girls from the 
disease. The Expanded Programme on Immunization 
(EPI) have encouraged parents to make informed deci-
sions about their daughters’ health and benefit from the 
preventive vaccination programme.

Health experts explain that the HPV vaccine protects 
against the types of human papillomavirus responsible 
for most cases of cervical cancer. Vaccination at the rec-
ommended age of 9 to 14 years provides the best protec-
tion, ideally before exposure to the virus. Cervical can-
cer develops in the cervix, the lower part of the uterus, 
and is largely preventable through HPV vaccination and 
appropriate screening later in life. However, limited 
awareness and barriers to healthcare can prevent women 
and girls from receiving timely preventive services. The 
vaccine is considered safe and effective, with health 
authorities encouraging parents to seek information 
from qualified healthcare professionals and follow the 
recommended vaccination schedule. Parents have also 
been advised to consult healthcare providers regarding 
the availability of the vaccine and any questions or con-
cerns about its safety and benefits. The health authorities 
urged families to support the vaccination campaign to 
help reduce the future burden of cervical cancer and 
safeguard the health of the next generation.

CDA mulls SCADA system to 
modernise Islamabad’s water supply

ANI

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) is considering introducing 
a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 
(SCADA) system to enable real-time moni-
toring and automated control of Islamabad’s 
water supply network.

The proposed system is part of a broader 
initiative to modernise the capital’s water 
management infrastructure, improve oper-
ational efficiency and identify ways to 
reduce electricity expenditure, Islamabad 
Water Agency Director General Sardar 
Khan Zimri told APP on Saturday.

He said the proposed initiative was being 
discussed with representatives of the 
International Finance Corporation (IFC), 
with a technical and financial assessment 
planned for around 200 tube wells, 40 over-

head water tanks and their associated 
pumping stations. The assessment is 
expected to examine electricity con-
sumption, water pressure, distribu-
tion efficiency, operational perfor-
mance and maintenance costs to iden-
tify areas where the existing infra-
structure could be improved.

If introduced, the SCADA system 
would allow operators to monitor 
water supply operations in real time, 
identify operational problems and 
use reliable data to improve the man-
agement of the distribution network. 
Automated controls could also help improve 
oversight of pumping operations and the 
efficiency of the water supply system. The 
proposed initiative aims to identify techni-
cally and financially viable measures to 
improve the reliability of water supply ser-

vices, reduce unnecessary electricity 
expenditure and promote the sustainable 
use of water resources amid the growing 
needs of the federal capital.

According to the proposed framework, 
the initial assessment would be followed by 

the preparation of technical documentation 
and financial and administrative feasibility 
studies. Subject to the completion of the 
required assessments, approval by the rele-
vant authorities and compliance with appli-
cable rules and regulations, the CDA may 
consider an international competitive bid-
ding process for implementation.

The scope of work and responsibilities of 
the selected company would be determined 
in accordance with the final contract and 
approved terms and conditions. The initia-
tive is being pursued under the leadership 
of CDA Chairman Sohail Ashraf, with 
Sardar Khan Zimri overseeing the process 
at Islamabad Water Agency. The CDA has 
not yet announced the estimated cost of 
introducing the proposed system, the 
potential savings in electricity expenditure 
or a time-line for implementation.

Gilani recalls Heart-Wrenching night of 
Karsaz tragedy, pays tribute to martyrs’ 

sacrifices for democracy
ANI

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of the 
Senate Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, 
recalling the Karsaz tragedy, said 
that the heartbreaking night 
remained vivid in his memory, as he 
was personally present on the truck 
that night. He said that among the 
martyrs were victims whose identi-
ties could not be established at the 
time. The tragic incident marked a 
painful chapter in the history of sac-
rifices made for democracy. He paid 
glowing tribute to the martyrs, say-
ing their sacrifices would always be 
remembered. Paying homage to 
Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto 
and all those who laid down their 
lives for democracy, the Chairman 
Senate said the Karsaz tragedy 
remains one of the most tragic events 
in Pakistan’s political history, reflect-
ing the nation’s unwavering commit-
ment to democratic ideals, political 

resilience and national resolve. He 
said Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir 
Bhutto’s courageous return to 
Pakistan despite threats and grave 
risks demonstrated her unshakable 
bond with the people and her com-
mitment to the democratic struggle.

The sacrifices of the Karsaz mar-
tyrs continue to remind the nation of 
its responsibility to uphold the 
Constitution, strengthen democratic 
institutions and protect fundamen-

tal rights.
Chairman Senate Syed Yousaf 

Raza Gilani emphasised that the 
best tribute to the martyrs was to 
promote peace, tolerance, demo-
cratic traditions and national unity. 
He reaffirmed that efforts to 
strengthen democracy, ensure par-
liamentary supremacy, uphold the 
Constitution and build a peaceful, 
stable and prosperous Pakistan 
must continue.

ICT Police nab 768 suspects, recover stolen 
property worth over Rs 217.5 mln in two weeks

ANI

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) Police 
arrested 768 suspects, including 84 members of 33 crimi-
nal gangs, and recovered stolen property worth over 
Rs217.5 million during a two-week crackdown against 
criminal elements across the federal capital.

An ICT Police official told APP on Sunday that the oper-
ations targeted suspects involved in dacoities, robberies, 
house burglaries, vehicle theft, drug trafficking and illegal 
possession of weapons. He said police busted 33 criminal 
gangs and arrested 84 of their members involved in dacoi-
ties, street robberies, house burglaries and theft of cars and 
motorcycles. ICT Police nab 768 suspects, recover stolen 
property worth over Rs 217.5 mln in two weeks

The official said stolen vehicles, motorcycles, gold jewel-
lery, mobile phones and cash were recovered during the 
operations, with the total value of recovered property 
exceeding Rs217.5 million. He said police also intensified 
action against proclaimed offenders and criminals with 
previous records, arresting more than 515 proclaimed 
offenders during the past two weeks. In separate opera-
tions against illegal weapons and their public display, 
police arrested 98 suspects and recovered eight 
Kalashnikovs and rifles, 83 pistols of different calibres and 
ammunition. The official said the crackdown against drug 
dealers resulted in the arrest of 71 suspects and the recov-
ery of more than 10 kilogrammes of hashish, over four 
kilogrammes of heroin, 13 kilogrammes of ice (crystal 
methamphetamine) and 874 bottles of liquor.

IHRA assesses Life 
Care International 

Hospital for licensing
ANI

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Healthcare Regulatory 
Authority (IHRA) has conducted a licensing assessment 
of Life Care International Hospital to evaluate its com-
pliance with prescribed healthcare standards and 
requirements for patient safety and quality of care.

During the assessment, IHRA assessors evaluated the 
hospital against the indicators outlined in the Minimum 
Service Delivery Standards (MSDS) and prepared a com-
prehensive assessment report. The exercise forms part of 
IHRA’s ongoing licensing process aimed at ensuring that 
healthcare establishments operating in Islamabad meet the 
required standards of service delivery, patient safety and 
public health. The authority’s regulatory framework focuses 
on assessing healthcare facilities against established bench-
marks to promote quality services, improve patient out-
comes and ensure compliance with applicable require-
ments. The licensing assessment also reflects IHRA’s contin-
ued efforts to strengthen oversight of healthcare establish-
ments and encourage adherence to standards designed to 
safeguard patients and the wider community.

Health experts urge preventive 
measures against dengue

ANI

ISLAMABAD: Health experts have urged 
citizens to adopt preventive measures 
against dengue fever by eliminating stag-
nant water. They asked for using mosquito 
repellents and seeking timely medical 
attention to protect themselves and their 
families from the mosquito-borne disease. 
They advised people to regularly inspect 
their homes and surroundings for stand-
ing water, which provides breeding 
grounds for mosquitoes, and ensure that 
water containers, flowerpots, discarded 
tyres and other potential breeding sites are 
properly cleaned or covered. The public 
has also been encouraged to use mosquito 
repellents, mosquito nets and protective 
screens on windows and doors to reduce 
exposure to mosquito bites, particularly 
during periods of increased mosquito 
activity.

Dr Saaed Naeem, a medical practitioner 
stressed that maintaining clean surround-
ings and ensuring proper waste disposal 
could help control mosquito breeding and 

reduce the risk of dengue transmission in 
residential areas.

He further advised citizens to wear 
clothing that covers the arms and legs and 
take additional precautions during the 
day, as dengue-transmitting mosquitoes 
are active during daylight hours, particu-
larly in the early morning and before dusk. 
Common symptoms of dengue include 
high fever, severe headache, pain behind 
the eyes, muscle and joint pain, nausea and 
skin rash. People experiencing such symp-
toms, particularly during an outbreak, 
should consult a qualified healthcare pro-
fessional promptly, he added. Medical 
expert, Dr Hemeed Khawar cautioned 
against self-medication, especially the use 
of aspirin and ibuprofen, as these medi-
cines may increase the risk of bleeding in 
dengue patients. Paracetamol may be used 
for fever under appropriate medical guid-
ance. He emphasized that severe abdomi-
nal pain, persistent vomiting, bleeding 
from the nose or gums, difficulty breath-
ing, unusual drowsiness or extreme weak-
ness require urgent medical attention.

DPM/FM Dar 
chairs meeting 

to review 
preparations 
for Maldives 
President’s 

upcoming visit
APP- ISLAMABAD: 
Deputy Prime Minister/
Foreign Minister Senator 
Mohammad Ishaq Dar, 
Saturday, chaired a meet-
ing to review preparations 
for the forthcoming visit of 
the President of the 
Maldives to Pakistan.

The meeting reviewed 
the bilateral agenda, with a 
focus on expanding coop-
eration in trade, invest-
ment, health, education, 
climate change, tourism 
and civil aviation, the 
Foreign Office 
Spokesperson said in a 
press release.

The meeting was 
attended by SAPM Tariq 
Bajwa, Secretaries of 
Foreign Affairs, 
Commerce and Inter-
Provincial Coordination, 
Pakistan’s High 
Commissioner to the 
Maldives and senior offi-
cials from concerned min-
istries and departments.

The DPM/FM under-
scored that the visit would 
provide an opportunity to 
further strengthen frater-
nal ties and advance a 
mutually beneficial part-
nership.

ANI

ISLAMABAD: At the invitation of Prime 
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif, 
President of the Republic of Maldives Dr. 
Mohamed Muizzu will undertake a state 
visit to Pakistan from 20 to 22 October.

He will be accompanied by the First Lady 
Madam Sajidha Mohamed, and a high-level 
delegation comprising Cabinet Ministers 
and senior officials, the Foreign Office 
Spokesperson said in a press release. During 

the visit, President Muizzu will meet the 
President of Pakistan, who will also host a 
State Banquet in his honour. He will also 
hold restricted and delegation-level talks 
with Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz 
Sharif. The two leaders will review the 
entire spectrum of bilateral relations and 
explore avenues for further strengthening 
cooperation in trade, investment, health, 
education, tourism, agriculture, defence, 
maritime security, climate change and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges. 

Maldives President to arrive in 
Pakistan on Oct 20

Cadets of four military 
courses pass out at Pakistan Military 

Academy Kakul
ANI

RAWALPINDI: Passing Out parade of 
cadets of 154th PMA Long Course, 39th 
Technical Graduate Course, 73rd 
Integrated Course and 28th Lady Cadet 
Course was held at Pakistan Military 
Academy (PMA) Kakul.

Cadets from several friendly coun-
tries including Bangladesh, Iraq, 
Maldives, Palestine, Qatar, Sri Lanka, 
Tajikistan and Yemen also graduated 

from Pakistan Military Academy, said 
a press release issued by Inter Services 
Public Relations (ISPR). Cadets of four 
military courses pass out at Pakistan 
Military Academy Kakul. General Syed 
Aamer Raza, NI (M), S Bt, Commander 
National Strategic Command, graced 
the occasion as Chief Guest and 
Reviewing Officer of the parade.

Commander National Strategic 
Command reviewed the parade and 
gave awards to distinguished cadets.

The coveted Sword of Honour was 
awarded to Academy Senior Under 
Officer Muhammad Junaid Jabbar of 
154th PMA Long Course; the President’s 
Gold Medal to Battalion Senior Under 
Officer Syed Hassan Abbas of 154th 
PMA Long Course and Chief of 
Defence Forces Overseas Gold Medal 
to Friendly Country Company Senior 
Under Officer Riyad Mahmood Khan 
from Bangladesh of 154th PMA Long 
Course.

First Pakistani astronaut to undertake space 
mission from China on Nov 25: Ahsan

ANI

Pakistan’s first astronaut will undertake a 
space mission from a Chinese space centre on 
November 25, Planning Minister Ahsan 
Iqbal said on Sunday.

The minister made the announcement 
while addressing the concluding ceremony 
of World Space Week in Narowal, held in col-
laboration with the Pakistan Space and 
Upper Atmosphere Research Commission 
(Suparco), the planning ministry said in a 
statement. According to the handout, the 
planning minister also said the country was 
aiming to achieve a lunar landing by 2035, 
expressing hope that Pakistan’s cooperation 
with China would help it “reach new heights 
in space exploration”. In his address at the 
ceremony, the planning minister highlighted 
the importance of space technology in agri-
culture, communications, climate monitor-
ing, education and national security. Iqbal 
stressed that scientific research and space 
exploration were essential for technologi-
cal advancement, the ministry’s statement 
said. He further noted that Muslim scholars 
had once made significant contributions to 
astronomy and scientific discovery, calling 
for renewed efforts to restore Pakistan’s lead-
ership in knowledge and research.

The astronaut will be one of the two — 
pilots Zeeshan Ali and Khurram Daud— 
China selected in April this year as candi-
dates for its manned space programme and 
who have been undergoing intensive train-
ing in Beijing. China has not said which of the 
two will fly or when, but speaking to Reuters 

last month, Amer Gilani, who oversees 
human spaceflight cooperation at Suparco, 
said a final astronaut selection decision was 
expected in mid-to-late October. According 
to another Suparco official quoted by Reuters, 
once in space, the chosen pilot will carry the 
title of “payload specialist”, which is astro-

naut-speak for someone whose job in orbit is 
running Pakistan’s science experiments 
rather than flying the ship. The astronaut will 
fly aboard a Chinese-built spacecraft, 
launched from a Chinese site, trained by 
Chinese instructors and communicating in 
Mandarin in orbit.
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Some events in a nation’s history 
are never forgotten with the passage 
of time. They remain deeply embed-
ded in collective memory because of 
the lives they changed, the sacrifices 
they represent and the questions they 
leave behind. The Karsaz tragedy of 
October 18, 2007, is one such defining 
moment in Pakistan’s political history.

The day began with anticipation 
and hope. After years of exile, former 
Prime Minister Mohtarma Benazir 
Bhutto returned to Pakistan, and 
Karachi witnessed an extraordinary 
public reception. Hundreds of thou-
sands of people gathered along the 
route of her procession, reflecting the 
political significance of her return and 
the expectations surrounding the 
country’s democratic future.

But the atmosphere of celebration 
was transformed into tragedy near 
Karsaz.

A deadly terrorist attack struck the 
procession, killing and injuring a 
large number of people. Families who 
had come to welcome their political 
leader were suddenly confronted with 
unimaginable loss. The streets that 
had been filled with political slogans 
and expressions of hope became a 
scene of grief and devastation.

The Karsaz tragedy was not merely 
an attack on a political gathering. It 
was an attack on ordinary citizens 
who had assembled to participate in a 
significant political moment. Among 
the victims were political workers, 
supporters and citizens whose names 
may not have become widely known, 
but whose loss was deeply felt by their 
families.

Behind every victim was a personal 
story a parent, a child, a spouse, a sib-
ling or a friend whose life was 
changed forever. For the families of 
those who died, October 18 is not sim-
ply a date in Pakistan’s political calen-
dar. It remains a painful reminder of 
the loved ones they lost and the future 
they were denied.

Yet Karsaz cannot be understood 
without remembering Benazir Bhutto 
herself.

Her return to Pakistan was more 
than a political homecoming. It 
marked a significant moment in her 
political journey after years abroad 
and reflected her determination to re-

enter the country’s political land-
scape. Despite the security threats 
surrounding her return, she chose to 
face the public and continue her polit-
ical struggle.

The attack at Karsaz demonstrated 
the grave dangers surrounding that 
journey. Benazir Bhutto survived the 
attack, but hundreds of people accom-
panying her procession were killed or 
injured. The tragedy consequently 
became an inseparable part of the 
final chapter of her political life.

Only a little more than two months 
later, on December 27, 2007, Benazir 
Bhutto was assassinated in 
Rawalpindi. Her death plunged the 
country into mourning and further 
deepened the national grief that had 
followed the Karsaz tragedy.

Remembering Karsaz is therefore 
also an opportunity to pay tribute to 
Benazir Bhutto not only as a political 
leader, but as a woman whose life was 
marked by exile, struggle, public ser-
vice and personal sacrifice. Her return 
to Pakistan in October 2007, despite 
the risks involved, remains one of the 
most significant moments of her polit-
ical career.

Her legacy continues to be dis-
cussed from different political and 
historical perspectives. However, the 
human dimension of her story cannot 
be separated from the people who 
stood beside her during the final 
months of her life, including those 
who lost their lives while welcoming 
her home.

The Karsaz tragedy also raises 
broader questions about political life 
in Pakistan. Can political differences 
exist without turning into hostility? 
Can citizens participate in public life 
without fear? And can a democratic 
society protect the right of people to 
express their political beliefs peace-
fully?

These questions remain relevant 
today.

Pakistan has paid an enormous 
price in its struggle against terrorism. 
Soldiers, police officers, journalists, 
political workers and ordinary citi-
zens have lost their lives in acts of vio-
lence across the country. The victims 
of Karsaz are part of this larger 
national history of sacrifice.

The importance of remembering 
them lies not simply in recalling the 
tragedy, but in understanding what it 
represents. Democracy is not only 
about elections or the transfer of polit-
ical power. It also requires tolerance, 
dialogue, respect for differences and 
the protection of citizens who choose 
to participate in public life.

For this reason, the victims of 
Karsaz deserve to be remembered 
with dignity. Their sacrifice should 
strengthen the national commitment 
to peace, justice and democratic val-
ues. The families who lost their loved 
ones deserve more than annual trib-
utes; their suffering should serve as a 
reminder of the human cost of politi-
cal violence and terrorism.

This historic moment in Pakistan’s 
national journey has left a lasting 
mark on its youth, ordinary citizens 
and countless innocent people. At the 
same time, it has strengthened the 
resolve of those who believe that the 
country’s democratic aspirations 
must never be surrendered to forces 
that seek to undermine freedom and 
political expression.

The Karsaz tragedy, along with the 
sacrifices that followed, continues to 
remind Pakistanis that courage in the 
face of adversity is essential to pre-
serving democracy and justice. 
Benazir Bhutto’s life and ultimate sac-
rifice became powerful symbols of 
resilience, reminding the nation that 
the will of the Pakistani people can-
not, and must not, be compromised by 
violence or fear.

Her memory, together with that of 
those who lost their lives at Karsaz, 
remains an enduring part of 
Pakistan’s democratic history. Their 
sacrifices call upon future generations 
to value peace, uphold democratic 
principles and continue striving for a 
Pakistan where freedom, justice and 
human dignity are protected. The 
most meaningful tribute to Benazir 
Bhutto and the victims of Karsaz is to 
ensure that their sacrifices are not 
reduced to a chapter in history, but 
inspire a future in which political dif-
ferences are resolved through dia-
logue rather than violence, and demo-
cratic freedoms are protected for gen-
erations to come.
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Some lives 
become chap-
ters in a 

nation’s history; others become the 
language through which that history 
is remembered. Shaheed Mohtarma 
Benazir Bhutto belonged to the lat-
ter. Daughter of a leader executed by 
a military regime, she emerged from 
imprisonment, exile and personal 
grief to challenge authoritarian rule 
and defend the people’s right to 
choose their representatives. From 
General Zia-ul-Haq’s dictatorship to 
General Pervez Musharraf’s mili-
tary-led order, her journey was 
marked by courage, resilience and 
an unyielding belief that Pakistan’s 
future must be decided by its citi-
zens, not by fear.

On October 18, 2007, Karachi pre-
pared to welcome her home after 
eight years of exile. Streets filled 
with people carrying party flags, 
chanting slogans and waiting for the 
leader whose return had become a 
symbol of democratic hope. The pro-
cession was more than a homecom-
ing: it declared that political partici-
pation could not be extinguished by 
threats or repression. Yet, as her car-
avan moved along Shahrah-e-Faisal 
near Karsaz, celebration turned into 
one of the darkest nights in Pakistan’s 
political history.

Two explosions tore through the 
procession, killing well over 150 peo-
ple and injuring hundreds. Party 
workers, volunteers, and supporters 
were among the dead and wounded. 
The blasts struck close to the truck 
carrying Benazir Bhutto and the 
party leadership. She survived nar-
rowly, while streets that had echoed 
with welcome became a scene of 
blood, confusion and grief. Families 
searched for loved ones and hospi-
tals filled with the injured. The pre-
cise death toll has varied across 
reports, but the magnitude of the 
loss is beyond dispute.

The attack carried a chilling politi-
cal message: abandon the struggle, 
retreat from public life, and under-
stand that a return to democratic 
politics could cost everything. 
Whatever the attackers’ motives, the 
target and timing made the intended 
effect unmistakable: spread terror, 
break public resolve and force a 
political leader into silence. Benazir 

had returned 
despite explicit 
threats. The assault 
demonstrated the 
danger she faced, 
but also exposed a 
society in which 
political violence 
sought to dictate 
who could speak, 
organize and lead.

Her response the 
following day gave 
the tragedy its sig-
nificance. Rather than retreat into 
private safety, she visited hospitals 
and neighbourhoods, met the 
injured and offered condolences to 
families of the dead. She stood beside 
people whose loved ones had joined 
the procession to welcome her and 
who now faced the permanent 
absence of sons, brothers, husbands 
and friends. Her presence could not 
restore the dead, but it conveyed soli-
darity: the leader would not abandon 
those who had risked their lives 
beside her. When fear might have 
paralysed a movement, she stood 
with its bereaved and wounded 
members.

The courage of those workers 
deserves remembrance beyond anni-
versary speeches. Many had formed 
protective human chains around the 
procession, placing their bodies 
between danger and their leader. 
They were not anonymous figures in 
a crowd, but citizens with families, 
aspirations and futures. Their sacri-
fice testified to their commitment to 
a democratic cause. Survivors car-
ried injuries and scars, while fami-
lies of the martyrs endured grief that 
no public tribute could repay. 
Honouring them requires more than 
slogans: it demands truth, justice, 
care for survivors and commitment 
to democratic values.

Karsaz belongs to a longer history. 
Since its foundation, the Pakistan 
Peoples Party has championed pop-
ular rights, parliamentary govern-
ment and resistance to dictatorship. 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s execution in 
1979 became a defining wound in its 
political memory. During General 
Zia’s rule, party activists endured 
imprisonment, censorship, persecu-
tion and, in some cases, death. 
Benazir herself faced detention and 
exile before returning in 1986 to a 
historic reception in Lahore. Her 
confrontations with military power 
and the uncertainties of civilian rule 
shaped Pakistan’s democratic jour-
ney. The party’s history is insepara-
ble from workers who demanded 

that the ballot, rather than coercion, 
determine political authority.

Benazir’s struggle did not end at 
Karsaz. She continued campaigning 
despite threats, arguing that extrem-
ism and terrorism threatened 
Pakistan’s social fabric and demo-
cratic future. On December 27, 2007, 
she was assassinated after a meeting 
at Liaquat Bagh in Rawalpindi. Her 
death could not erase the question 
for which she had returned: who has 
the right to govern Pakistan—the 
people through their vote, or forces 
relying on intimidation and vio-
lence? Her assassination deepened 
the national tragedy and made dem-
ocratic consolidation more urgent.

Today, Karsaz must not be reduced 
to ritual mourning or used merely to 
mobilise political loyalty. It should 
compel the state to protect political 
participation, investigate violence 
credibly, support victims’ families 
and ensure that no citizen is threat-
ened for exercising constitutional 
rights. Democracy is not secured by 
elections alone; it depends on insti-
tutions accountable to law, political 
tolerance and the safety of people 
participating in public life. The mar-
tyrs deserve a country where their 
sacrifice strengthens institutions 
rather than feeds cycles of violence.

The bombers sought to turn a 
homecoming into a warning and a 
procession into a graveyard. 
Instead, Karsaz became a testament 
to the price ordinary people paid for 
political freedom. Benazir Bhutto 
was not intimidated into abandon-
ing her mission. She walked 
towards the injured and bereaved, 
then returned to the struggle that 
ultimately cost her life. Those who 
imagined terror could silence her 
have receded into history’s dustbin, 
while her name and the names of 
the martyrs remain woven into 
Pakistan’s democratic memory. The 
answer to Karsaz is not vengeance, 
but a democracy courageous enough 
to protect its people and honour 
their sacrifice.
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The Karsaz 
tragedy stands 
as one of the 

most tragic events in the history of 
Pakistani politics and terrorism. 
This catastrophe occurred on 
October 18, 2007, on Shahrah-e-
Faisal near the Karsaz of Karachi, 
where the welcoming procession for 
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto, who had 
served twice as the country’s Prime 
Minister, was targeted. Let us exam-
ine the background of this incident 
and how it unfolded.

On October 18, 2007, Benazir 
Bhutto returned to Pakistan, ending 
nearly eight years of self-imposed 
exile. Hundreds of thousands of 
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) work-
ers and supporters from across the 
country gathered at Karachi Airport 
to welcome her home.

The journey from the airport to 
Mazar-e-Quaid took the form of a 
massive procession. For this pur-
pose, a specially prepared bullet-
proof truck was used to carry 
Benazir Bhutto and other senior 
party leaders. Due to the enormous 
crowds and enthusiastic reception, 
the procession moved at an 
extremely slow pace, turning what 
should have been a brief journey 
into one lasting several hours.

At around midnight, as the pro-
cession reached the Karsaz area 
near Shahrah-e-Faisal, close to the 
Karsaz Flyover and PNS Karsaz, the 
streetlights suddenly went out. 
Moments later, two powerful explo-
sions occurred in quick succession. 
The first blast was reportedly 
caused by a hand grenade of rela-
tively low intensity, apparently 
intended to create confusion and 
disrupt the security cordon. The 
second explosion was a devastating 
suicide attack that plunged the area 
into chaos, darkness, and blood-
shed.

Benazir Bhutto narrowly escaped 
harm, having moved into the inner 
cabin of the truck only moments 
before the explosions. At the time of 
the attack, several senior PPP lead-
ers were aboard the bombproof 
vehicle, including Makhdoom Amin 
Fahim, Sherry Rehman (who sus-
tained injuries), Rehman Malik, 
Qaim Ali Shah, Nisar Khuhro, 
Safdar Abbasi, Naheed Khan, Raja 
Pervaiz Ashraf, Jahangir Badar, 
Fauzia Wahab, Abida Hussain, and 
Qasim Zia.

Also present on or around the 
truck were members of the “Jan-
Nisaran-e-Benazir” security force, 
which had been formed to protect 
Bhutto, along with her personal 
bodyguards, including Khalid 
Shahenshah and Bilal Sheikh.

According to various official and 

independent sources, approxi-
mately 180 people lost their lives in 
the attack. Most of the victims were 
PPP workers and supporters, while 
the dead also included around 20 
police officers and members of the 
Jan-Nisaran-e-Benazir volunteer 
security force.

Following the attack, Benazir 
Bhutto reportedly sent a letter to 
then-President Pervez Musharraf, 
expressing suspicions regarding 
several influential figures, includ-
ing Pervaiz Elahi, former ISI chief 
Hamid Gul, and Brigadier Ijaz Shah, 
who was serving as Director 
General of the Intelligence Bureau 
at the time.

Meanwhile, Pakistani authorities 
and international agencies attrib-
uted responsibility for the attack to 
Al-Qaeda and the Tehrik-i-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP), particularly the fac-
tion associated with Baitullah 
Mehsud.

Despite the passage of many 
years, the Karsaz tragedy remains 
unresolved. Although the PPP later 
held power at the federal level, the 
individuals and networks ulti-
mately responsible for planning and 
executing the attack have not been 
conclusively identified or brought to 
justice. Multiple FIRs were regis-
tered, and several investigative 
committees were established; how-
ever, no definitive conclusion has 
emerged, and no prominent indi-
vidual or major terrorist organiza-
tion has been successfully convicted 
in connection with the attack.

The Karsaz tragedy proved to be 
a significant turning point in 
Pakistan’s political history, leaving 
profound and long-lasting impacts 
on the country’s politics. Following 
this attack, Benazir Bhutto’s public 
popularity and the wave of sympa-
thy for her surged significantly. 
Despite the life-threatening assault, 
she declared that she would not 
leave the country and would con-
tinue her political struggle; this 
greatly strengthened the Pakistan 
Peoples Party’s voter base and 
boosted the morale of its workers.

This tragedy raised serious ques-
tions regarding the administration 
of the then-President, General 
(Retd.) Pervez Musharraf, and his 
claims concerning security. 
Opposition parties accused the gov-
ernment of failing to provide ade-
quate security, leaving the 
Musharraf administration under 
intense political and international 
pressure. This shared threat of ter-
rorism brought political rivals 
closer together. Leaders, including 
Mian Nawaz Sharif of the PML(N), 
expressed solidarity with Benazir 
Bhutto; this further strengthened 
the movement for the restoration of 
democracy a cause championed 
under the “Charter of Democracy” 
against both dictatorship and ter-
rorism.

Following the Karsaz tragedy, 
Pakistan’s political and security sit-

uation worsened significantly. In 
response to rising instability, the 
Musharraf government-imposed 
emergency rule on November 3, 
2007, suspending the Constitution 
and restricting the judiciary. 
Security measures for political lead-
ers, especially Mohtarma Benazir 
Bhutto, were tightened, including 
mandatory use of bulletproof vehi-
cles. Despite these precautions, 
Benazir Bhutto was assassinated in 
a terrorist attack at Liaquat Bagh, 
Rawalpindi, on December 27, 2007, 
along with 23 Party workers. The 
events leading to this tragedy can be 
traced back to the Karsaz incident.

The roots of this tragic event can 
be traced back to the Karsaz inci-
dent, which marked the beginning 
of a series of developments that ulti-
mately led to one of the most devas-
tating chapters in Pakistan’s politi-
cal history.

The wave of sympathy that 
emerged in the wake of these two 
major tragedies, the Karsaz incident 
and her martyrdom altered the 
course of the February 2008 general 
elections. These represent two 
tragic turning points in Pakistan’s 
political and national history, events 
that have left behind profound and 
bitter lessons for the country’s polit-
ical system, security infrastructure, 
and public consciousness.

These incidents underscore a 
vital lesson: the security of political 
leaders facing extreme threats must 
never be compromised by public 
sentiment or political grandstand-
ing. In the case of the Karsaz trag-
edy, gathering a crowd of hundreds 
of thousands in an open environ-
ment—despite the presence of a bul-
letproof truck posed a significant 
security risk. Similarly, in 
Rawalpindi, emerging from the 
sunroof of a bulletproof vehicle cre-
ated a moment that provided an 
opportunity for the attacker. 
Political leadership must strictly 
adhere to the advisories issued by 
security agencies. Terrorism is not 
an issue confined to any single 
group or ideology; rather, it poses a 
threat to the very existence of the 
entire nation. Upon her return from 
exile, Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto 
advocated a clear stance against ter-
rorism, underscoring that to effec-
tively counter extremism, it is 
imperative for the entire nation, all 
political parties, and state institu-
tions to be aligned—adopting a pol-
icy of “zero tolerance.” Following a 
major tragedy, it is essential to 
adhere to international standards of 
scientific and professional investi-
gation; this is crucial for tracking 
down the perpetrators and prevent-
ing the emergence of doubts or sus-
picions. The solution to even the 
gravest national crisis does not lie in 
political vendettas or violence, but 
rather in the continuity of the demo-
cratic process, political harmony, 
and the supremacy of the 
Constitution.
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P a k i s t a n 
must rethink 
s u s t a i n a b l e 

finance not merely as an environ-
mental obligation, but as a strategic 
instrument for economic transfor-
mation, export competitiveness, fis-
cal resilience and social protection.

The country faces interconnected 
challenges: limited fiscal space, 
external financing

pressures, energy vulnerabilities, 
weak export diversification and 
growing climate risks. Addressing 
these challenges requires a finan-
cial strategy that mobilizes capital 
for productive investment while 
protecting economic stability and 
social welfare.

From Climate Vulnerability to 
Economic Opportunity

Climate change is no longer sim-
ply an environmental concern; it is 
a macroeconomic risk. Floods, heat-
waves, water scarcity and agricul-
tural disruptions threaten produc-
tivity, livelihoods and public 
finances. Sustainable finance can 
help transform these vulnerabili-
ties into opportunities by directing 
investment towards renewable 
energy, climate-resilient infrastruc-
ture, efficient water management 
and modern industrial technolo-
gies.

The objective must be to ensure 
that climate investment generates 
measurable economic returns 
rather than becoming another pres-
sure on an already constrained 
public budget.

Green Finance and Export 
Competitiveness

Global markets increasingly 
reward resource efficiency, envi-
ronmental transparency and lower 
carbon production. For Pakistan’s 
textile, manufacturing and agricul-
tural-processing sectors, adapting 
to these changes is essential to 
maintaining international competi-
tiveness.

However, businesses cannot 
transition without affordable 

financing, modern technology and 
reliable energy infrastructure. 
Pakistan should therefore expand 
targeted green credit, energy effi-
ciency financing and investment 
incentives for exporters, particu-
larly small and medium sized 
enterprises.

Sustainability must become a 
driver of productivity, value added 
exports and industrial moderniza-
tion not an additional compliance 
cost.

Fiscal Resilience and Innovative 
Financing

Pakistan cannot finance its green 
transition through public borrow-
ing alone. A more effective 
approach would combine domestic 
capital, private investment, devel-
opment finance, concessional fund-

ing and carefully structured green 
bonds.Public resources should pri-
oritize climate adaptation, resilient 
infrastructure and projects with 
substantial social returns. 
Commercially viable investments 
should attract private capital 
through transparent risk sharing 
mechanisms and credible regula-
tory frameworks.

Equally important, climate 
related expenditure must be moni-
tored through transparent budget-
ing, rigorous project appraisal and 
measurable performance indica-
tors. Sustainable finance should 
strengthen fiscal resilience, not 
deepen debt vulnerabilities.

Putting Social Protection at the 
Centre

Economic transformation must 
not disproportionately burden low 

income households, workers and 
small businesses. Affordable green 
financing, targeted social assis-
tance, skills development and 
energy efficiency programmes 
should accompany structural 
reforms.

A just transition is not merely a 
social consideration; it is an eco-
nomic necessity. Protecting vulner-
able communities strengthens 
human capital, supports domestic 
demand and improves the sustain-
ability of reform.

A Strategic Choice for Pakistan
Pakistan needs an integrated sus-

tainable finance strategy built 
around five priorities: export com-
petitiveness, productive invest-
ment, fiscal sustainability, climate 
resilience and inclusive growth.

Success should be measured not 
by the volume of green financing 
announced, but by its contribution 
to higher productivity, stronger 
exports, reduced climate-related 
losses, decent employment and 
improved social welfare.

Sustainable finance cannot 
replace sound macroeconomic man-
agement, tax reform or institutional 
accountability. It can, however, 
make these reforms more effective 
by directing scarce resources 
towards long term economic value. 
Pakistan must move beyond treating 
sustainability as a cost and recog-
nize it as an investment in national 
competitiveness and resilience. The 
ultimate objective is not simply a 
greener economy, but a more pro-
ductive, financially stable and 
socially inclusive Pakistan.

Karsaz: A Tragedy Whose Echoes 
Still Resonate

Karsaz: The Night Terror Tried to 
Silence Democracy

Saniha Kaarsaz a Turning Point of 
PakistanPolitical History *Role of 

Terrorism in Politics

Sustainable Finance: A Strategic Pathway 
to Pakistan’s Economic Transformation

Success should be measured not by 
the volume of green financing 

announced, but by its contribution 
to higher productivity, stronger 
exports, reduced climate-related 
losses, decent employment and 

improved social welfare.
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Report: Reporter ANI

ISLAMABAD --PTI Kisan Wing 
Central Information Secretary 
Khalid Nawaz Sadhraich has 
warned that water shortages, rising 
agricultural costs and concerns over 
government wheat stocks are threat-
ening Pakistan’s food security, urg-
ing the government to take immedi-
ate action.

Sadhraich said Punjab and Sindh 
were facing a reported 22 per cent 
water shortage during the current 
Rabi season, with availability esti-
mated at around 22 million acre-feet 
against a requirement of approxi-
mately 38 million acre-feet. He 
added that inadequate rainfall had 
also affected wheat cultivation in 
Balochistan.

He said the estimated production 

cost of wheat had reached Rs3,761 
per maund, while rising DAP ferti-
liser and high-speed diesel prices 
had increased farmers’ financial 
burden. According to him, reduced 

cultivation could lead to a potential 
wheat shortfall of three million 
tonnes and an additional import bill 
of US$1.2 billion.

Expressing concern over reports 
of deteriorated government wheat 
stocks in Karachi’s Landhi area, 
Sadhraich said claims that some 
grain was up to four years old and 
unfit for human consumption raised 
questions about storage manage-
ment and food security.

He called for the construction of 
water reservoirs, fair distribution of 
available water, financial relief for 
farmers and an early announcement 
of clear wheat pricing policies.

Sadhraich warned that delays in 
government decisions could reduce 
domestic wheat production, increase 
import costs and deepen financial 
difficulties for farmers.

Report: ANI 

ISLAMABAD --Islamabad Police 
have intensified their crackdown on 
criminal elements, arresting 768 sus-
pects over the past two weeks and 
recovering stolen property worth 
more than Rs217.5 million, following 
special directions from Inspector 
General of Police Captain (Retd.) 
Muhammad Sohail Chaudhry.

According to police, 84 members of 
33 gangs involved in robbery, street 
crime, house burglaries and vehicle 
theft were arrested. Recovered items 
included stolen vehicles, motorcycles, 
gold jewellery, mobile phones and 
cash.

Police also arrested more than 515 
proclaimed offenders and 98 suspects 
accused of illegal possession or dis-
play of weapons. The recoveries 
included eight Kalashnikovs and 
rifles, 83 pistols of various calibres 
and ammunition.

In operations against drug dealers, 
71 suspects were arrested, with more 
than 10 kilograms of hashish, over 
four kilograms of heroin, 13 kilo-
grams of crystal methamphetamine 
and 874 bottles of liquor recovered.

Additionally, more than 96 search 
and combing operations were con-
ducted across the federal capital to 

curb criminal activities and maintain 
law and order. DIG Islamabad Ali 
Wasim said protecting citizens’ lives 
and property remained the police’s 
foremost priority, adding that action 
against criminal elements would con-
tinue and all available resources 
would be utilised to maintain peace 
in the capital.

Pakistan’s Wheat Production 
and Food Security Under Threat, Says PTI 

Kisan Wing

Islamabad Police Arrest 768 Suspects in 
Two Weeks, Recover Stolen Property 

Worth Over Rs217.5 Million

Report: FT Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD-- Chairman Senate 
Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani, recalling 
the Karsaz tragedy, said the heart-
breaking night remained vivid in his 
memory as he was personally pre-
sent on the truck that night. He said 
some of the martyrs could not be 
identified at the time, describing the 
incident as a painful chapter in the 
history of sacrifices for democracy.

Paying tribute to Shaheed 
Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto and all 
those who laid down their lives for 
democracy, Gilani said the Karsaz 
tragedy remained one of the most 
tragic events in Pakistan’s political 
history, reflecting the nation’s com-
mitment to democratic ideals, politi-
cal resilience and national resolve.

He said Shaheed Mohtarma 
Benazir Bhutto’s courageous return 
to Pakistan despite serious threats 

and risks demonstrated her endur-
ing bond with the people and her 
commitment to the democratic 
struggle.

The Senate chairman said the sac-
rifices of the Karsaz martyrs contin-
ued to remind the nation of its 
responsibility to uphold the 
Constitution, strengthen democratic 
institutions and safeguard funda-

mental rights. He emphasised that 
the best tribute to the martyrs was to 
promote peace, tolerance, demo-
cratic traditions and national unity.

Gilani reaffirmed that efforts to 
strengthen democracy, ensure par-
liamentary supremacy, uphold the 
Constitution and build a peaceful, 
stable and prosperous Pakistan must 
continue.

Report: FT

ISLAMABAD--  The Consumer 
Association of Pakistan (CAP), 
Islamabad and North Pakistan 
Chapter, has sought clarification from 
Chief Commissioner Islamabad 
regarding confusion at the retail level 
over the status of recyclable PET bot-
tles.

In a statement, CAP Chairman 
Islamabad and North, Riaz Asher 
Siddiqui, said that following recent 
media reports, including The Express 
Tribune report published on October 
17, 2026, titled “Govt, MNCs in dead-
lock over PET bottle ban,” some shop-
keepers had stopped stocking bever-
ages in PET bottles as a precaution. 
This has caused inconvenience to con-
sumers struggling to find bottled 

water, juices and soft drinks.
Mr. Siddiqui said that, according to 

CAP’s understanding, the ICT Single-
Use Plastics (Prohibition) Regulations 
2023 prohibit six categories of items: 
polythene bags, straws, crockery, cut-
lery, food-service ware and stirrers. 
PET bottles are not included in the 
ban, he stated.

He added that Schedule-II provides 
for a requirement of 50 per cent recy-
cled content from July 1, 2028, to pro-
mote recycling. He also referred to a 
clarification attributed to Pak-EPA 
Director Dr. Zaigham Abbas, reported 
by Dawn under the headline “PET 
bottles not banned: Pak-EPA,” stating 
that PET bottles are not prohibited 
and that the clarification had been 
conveyed to the ICT Administration.

The CAP chairman said the associ-

ation fully supports Islamabad’s plas-
tic-free initiative for the SCO Summit, 
enforcement against prohibited sin-
gle-use plastic items and the promo-
tion of recycling under the Polluter 
Pays Principle.

CAP has requested a brief meeting 
with Chief Commissioner Islamabad 
Lt. (Retd.) Sohail Ashraf and sought 
an official clarification to eliminate 
confusion among retailers and 
enforcement officials. The association 
has also requested that no coercive 
action be taken against retailers until 
an expert meeting scheduled for next 
week.

“We have requested clarification, 
not confrontation, in the larger public 
interest and to support the adminis-
tration’s vision of a clean Islamabad,” 
Mr. Siddiqui added.

Senate Chairman Yousaf Raza Gilani Pays 
Tribute to Karsaz Tragedy Martyrs

CAP Seeks Islamabad Administration’s 
Clarification on PET Bottle Ban Confusion

By Zahid H. Karani / ANI

TASHKENT: Uzbekistan is devel-
oping New Tashkent, a major urban 
expansion project near the country’s 
capital, aimed at accommodating 
future population growth, strength-
ening economic activity and intro-
ducing modern infrastructure and 
environmentally sustainable urban 
planning.

The project covers approximately 
20,000 hectares, with the first phase 
envisaging development across 6,000 
hectares and planned investments of 
around $50 billion. The master plan 
includes residential and commercial 
buildings, educational institutions, 
public facilities and extensive green 
spaces.

According to the project details, 
approximately 2,000 hectares are ear-
marked for green spaces and 500 hec-
tares for recreational parks. Plans 
also envisage 150 million square 
metres of residential and non-resi-
dential floor space, reflecting the scale 
of the proposed urban development.

Construction and infrastructure 
development worth approximately $2 
billion have been reported to date. 
Several facilities have been devel-
oped, including residential buildings, 
university facilities, a library and an 
amphitheatre. Seven projects valued 
at a combined $1 billion have also 
been commissioned, according to the 

information provided.
These facilities include the first 

phase of the Sharq Bahori residential 
complex, road infrastructure, an elec-
trical substation, a trigeneration 
plant, the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry building, Sohil Park and a 
comprehensive school designed to 
accommodate 2,000 students.

The project is intended to extend 
beyond residential construction by 
creating an urban centre integrating 
business, education, healthcare, tour-
ism and services. Its long-term devel-
opment will depend on infrastruc-
ture expansion, investment, employ-
ment generation and the availability 
of essential public services.

By the end of 2026, 20,000 residen-
tial units are scheduled to be commis-
sioned, with accommodation planned 
for at least 70,000 people. Supporting 

facilities, including schools, health-
care centres, sports complexes, com-
mercial establishments and recrea-
tional spaces, are also part of the 
development plans.

A 55,000-seat stadium designed to 
meet FIFA requirements is another 
planned component, intended to sup-
port sporting events and increase the 
city’s capacity to host international 
gatherings.

The scale of New Tashkent reflects 
Uzbekistan’s broader urban develop-
ment ambitions, with a focus on mod-
ern infrastructure, environmental 
planning and the creation of new eco-
nomic opportunities. The project’s 
progress, investment implementation 
and delivery of public services will be 
important factors in determining its 
long-term impact on the capital 
region.

Report: FT

RAWALPINDI -- Pir Mehr Ali 
Shah Arid Agriculture University 
Rawalpindi (PMAS-AAUR) has 
enrolled more than 4,500 new stu-
dents in the Fall 2026 semester, 
marking a record in the university’s 
admission history under the leader-
ship of Vice Chancellor Prof. Dr. 
Qamar-uz-Zaman.

According to a four-year compar-
ative analysis released by the uni-
versity, admissions increased by 
approximately 73.1% compared 
with 2,600 students in Fall 2024. The 
figure also represents an increase of 
nearly 9.8% over the 4,100 admis-
sions recorded in Fall 2025.

University statistics show that 
3,000 students enrolled in Fall 2023, 
followed by a decline to 2,600 in Fall 
2024. Admissions subsequently rose 
to 4,100 in Fall 2025 before exceeding 

4,500 in the current semester. 
Congratulating faculty members, 
administrative staff and admission 
teams on the achievement, Vice 
Chancellor Prof. Dr. Qamar-uz-

Zaman attributed the growth to the 
collective efforts of the university 
community. He said the growing 
enrolment across a range of aca-
demic disciplines reflected stu-
dents’ interest in the university’s 
educational and research pro-
grammes. These fields include agri-
culture, livestock, computer science, 
information technology, natural and 
social sciences, management sci-
ences, engineering and biotechnol-
ogy. University spokesperson and 
Director of DITS, Dr. Nadeem 
Ahmad Malik, said the strong 
admission figures reflected the insti-
tution’s academic reputation, practi-
cal training opportunities and labo-
ratory facilities. He reaffirmed the 
university’s commitment to provid-
ing quality education, modern aca-
demic facilities and an environment 
that supports learning, research and 
professional development.

Report: ANI Correspondent:

LAHORE: Secretary and Chief 
Administrator Auqaf Punjab Dr. 
Ehsan Bhutta has declared the protec-
tion of Auqaf properties, revenue 
enhancement and timely achieve-
ment of government targets as top 
priorities, warning of departmental 
action against officials who fail to 
meet their targets.

Chairing a conference of Zonal 
Administrators at Aiwan-e-Auqaf, 
Lahore, he reviewed the department’s 
administrative, financial and devel-
opment activities and called for 
stronger accountability and perfor-
mance monitoring.

During inspections in Rahim Yar 
Khan, Rajanpur and Mithankot, 
dedicated teams identified hun-
dreds of acres of Auqaf land under 
illegal cultivation. Dr. Bhutta 
directed officials to complete legal 
proceedings, protect the properties 
and submit recommendations to 

increase revenue.
He also ordered daily monitoring 

of dengue prevention targets, public 
awareness campaigns through reli-
gious scholars, and greater promo-
tion of historical galleries at model 
shrines to encourage religious tour-
ism.

The secretary further directed offi-

cials to expedite land mutations, 
remove illegal constructions, coordi-
nate with NAB where necessary, and 
accelerate commercial and develop-
ment projects on Auqaf lands.

He stressed that continuous moni-
toring, effective follow-up and timely 
action were essential to achieving 
departmental targets.

Report: ANI Correspondent:

SIBI -- An important meeting of the 
Working Journalists Media Group 
was held under the chairmanship of 
President Mir Allah Dad Rind, dur-
ing which arrangements for the inau-
guration of the group’s media office 
and the oath-taking ceremony were 
finalised.

The meeting was attended by 
Senior Vice President Allah Yar 
Domki, General Secretary Khurram 
Shehzad, Deputy General Secretary 
Nadeem Babar Mughal, Office 
Secretary Imran Khan Marghzani 
and Finance Secretary Ishtiaq Ahmed 
Chachar.

Participants discussed organisa-
tional activities, journalistic matters 

and preparations for the ceremony. 
Political, social and tribal figures, dis-
trict officials, religious scholars and 
senior journalists from across 
Balochistan are expected to attend.

The participants reaffirmed the 

group’s commitment to highlight-
ing journalists’ issues, promoting 
cooperation within the media com-
munity and bringing public con-
cerns to the attention of relevant 
authorities.

New Tashkent Emerges as Major Urban 
Development Project in Uzbekistan

PMAS-Arid Agriculture University Sets 
Admission Record with Over 4,500 

Students in Fall 2026

Punjab Auqaf Department Prioritises 
Protection of Properties, Revenue 

Generation and Accountability

Working Journalists Media Group 
Finalises Arrangements for Media Office 
Inauguration and Oath-Taking Ceremony

Report: ANI Correspondent:

TANGERANG, Indonesia: A 
Pakistani business delegation from 
Sindh has concluded 14 cooperation 
agreements with Indonesian part-
ners, with a combined projected 
value of US$9.4 million, during 
Trade Expo Indonesia (TEI) 2026 
and related business engagements.

According to a press release 
issued by the Indonesian Consulate 
General in Karachi, the consulate 
supported around 22 companies 
from Sindh and facilitated more 
than 200 scheduled business meet-
ings with Indonesian businesses, 
exporters and institutions.

A key event was the Indonesia–
Pakistan Business Matching and 
Partnership Forum, held on October 
16 in Tangerang, where Pakistani 
entrepreneurs met prospective 
Indonesian partners and signed 
several cooperation agreements.

The agreements cover multiple 
sectors, including cocoa powder, 
copra, desiccated coconut, automo-
tive components, mother-and-baby 
products, entrepreneurship devel-
opment, trade, investment and the 
Islamic economy. The projected val-
ues cover different implementation 

periods, with actual transactions 
dependent on follow-up by the par-
ties. Indonesian Consul General in 
Karachi Mudzakir stressed that 
signed memorandums of under-
standing were only a starting point, 
emphasising the importance of 
completed orders, fulfilled commit-
ments and lasting partnerships.

Bilateral trade between Indonesia 
and Pakistan stood at approxi-
mately US$4 billion annually in 
both 2024 and 2025, according to the 
press release. The emerging part-

nerships could help diversify trade 
beyond traditional commodities 
and industrial products.

During TEI 2026, Karachi-based 
Mapak Edible Oil (Pvt.) Ltd. also 
received the Primaduta Award 2026 
in recognition of its contribution to 
bilateral trade and promoting 
Indonesian products in Pakistan.

The focus now is on translating 
the agreements into actual transac-
tions and strengthening long-term 
economic cooperation between the 
two countries.

Indonesian Consulate Facilitates 14 
Business Agreements Worth US$9.4 

Million at TEI 2026


