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Two officers among 6 martyred, 8
terrorists killed in Hangu fire
exchange: ISPR

ANI

Two officers and four security per-
sonnel were martyred while eight
terrorists were killed in a fire
exchangeinKhyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
Hangu district on Sunday, Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR)
said.

During an intense fire exchange
between a “security forces convoy
and Khwarij”, 23-year-old Captain

Abuzar Farooq from Gujranwala
and 22-year-old Lieutenant Sheraz
Babar of Chakwal, “who were lead-
ing their troops from the front,
fought gallantly and paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice and embraced mar-
tyrdom along with their four men”.

On the other hand, “eight
Khwarij belonging to Indian-
sponsored Fitna al Khwarij were
sent to hell due to effective engage-
ment by own troops”, the ISPR

statement added.

Taliban Pakistan (TTP).

ISPR said.

approved

Committee on National Action

The state uses the term Fitna al Plan) by security forces and law
Khawarij for the banned Tehreek-i- enforcement agencies of Pakistan
will continue at full pace to wipe

A sanitisation operation was out the menace of foreign-spon-
being conducted to eliminate any sored and supported terrorism
other terrorist found in the area, from the country”. “These sacrifices
of our brave soldiers further rein-

It affirmed that the “relentless force our unwavering commitment
counterterrorism campaign under to safeguarding our nation at all
vision ‘Azm-i- Istehkam’ (as costs,” the military’s media wing
by Federal Apex stated.

Govt launches competitive
power market for large
consumers

ANI

ISLAMABAD: Energy Minister Awais
Leghari on Sunday announced the launch
of a competitive electricity market in
Pakistan, saying the new system would
initially allow industrial and other large
consumers using more than one mega-
watt to purchase electricity directly from
producers before being extended to ordi-
nary consumers in the coming years.

“The government is practically with-
drawing from electricity procurement,”
he said in a video message, explaining
that electricity producers and consumers
would instead be able to buy and sell
power directly through a transparent
mechanism.

The announcement came as the
Independent System and Market
Operator of Pakistan (ISMO) issued a
request for proposals (RFP) for
Pakistan’s first 400-megawatt wheeling
auction under the Competitive Trading
Bilateral Contract Market (CTBCM)
framework. Leghari also shared the
ISMO public notice on X, saying he was
“proud to announce” that the RFP had
been issued and that a “decades-old
commitment” of successive govern-
ments had now been practically imple-
mented.

“Suppliers and consumers of power
can now transact with each other,” he said
in his post.

Under the existing electricity market
structure, the government purchases the
power generated by producers and sup-
plies it to consumers. The terms and rates
under which electricity is procured have
long been a subject of scrutiny, particu-
larly in relation to independent power
producers (IPPs).

He said the new system would funda-
mentally alter that arrangement, with
producers and consumers able to enter
into transactions directly rather than
relying on the government as the central
buyer and seller. “Electricity producers
and users will buy and sell directly
through a transparent mechanism,” he
added.

The first phase of the competitive mar-
ket will cover industrial and other large
consumers using more than one mega-
watt of electricity. Ordinary consumers

will be brought into the system at a later
stage, with Leghari saying the expansion
was expected to take place over the next
few years.

The minister said the eventual expan-
sion would give consumers greater choice
over their electricity suppliers and allow
them to seek cheaper power. “For an ordi-
nary consumer, this will mean that they
will have the choice of buying cheaper
electricity,” he said.

Leghari further stated that lower elec-
tricity costs would also help Pakistani
industry compete in international mar-
kets and support exports. “If electricity
becomes cheaper, our industry will be
able to compete internationally, and our
exports will increase,” he added.

The wheeling mechanism allows eligi-
ble electricity producers and consumers
to enter into direct power transactions
while using the existing transmission
network to deliver the contracted electric-
ity.

yIt is intended to provide the infrastruc-
ture needed for consumers and suppliers
to trade power outside the government’s
traditional procurement arrangement.

Under the first auction, interested par-
ticipants have been asked to submit their
proposals by November 20, 2026. Potential
participants must also register on ISMO’s
electronic auction platform to take part in
the process.

Leghari described the launch as the
practical implementation of a reform that
successive governments had sought to
introduce for decades.

“Every government for the last 25 to 30
years wanted a competitive electricity
market,” he said, adding that the present
government had moved towards putting
the system into practice.

Minister warns fuel price
could hit Rs1,000 per litre if

shortage emerges

ANI

Minister for Petroleum Ali Pervaiz Malik

ANI

Jamaat-i-Islami launched its pro-
test march towards Islamabad on

JI launches protest march towards
Islamabad against petroleum levy

invite our sisters to join us once
we reach [[slamabad]”.

Rehman said the purpose of the
march was to help relieve the bur-

on Sunday warned that fuel prices could
reach Rs1,000 per litre if a fuel shortage
emerged in the country amid renewed
hostilities in the Middle East and Houthi
attacks on Saudi Arabia.

Speaking to journalists in Lahore,
Malik said petroleum prices had already
risen by 50% in Pakistan, with prices in
Europe and the United States also climb-
ing sharply. He said Houthi attacks were
unacceptable and that the government was
providing relief to vulnerable segments of
society to cushion the impact of rising fuel
costs. On the energy front, the minister said
work had begun on oil wells and the govern-
ment expected to discover domestic crude oil
by October, which could help reduce reliance
on expensive imports. The warning came as
fuel prices recorded a sharp increase amid
heightened volatility in global oil markets
triggered by renewed hostilities in the
Middle East and the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz. The further escalation followed the
collapse of a fragile ceasefire reached in June
between Tehran and Washington, along with
Houthi attacks on Saudi Arabia’s civilian and
economic infrastructure, raising concerns
over disruptions to energy shipments.

Following the latest price revision, pet-
rol is now being sold at Rs389.14 per litre
while high-speed diesel stands at Rs424.04
per litre.

In response to the rising prices, Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif last Sunday
launched a special relief scheme providing
Rs100 per litre discount on petrol for
motorcyclists, rickshaw and Chingchi
owners and drivers of vehicles up to 800cc.

Federal Minister for IT and

Telecommunication Shaza Fatima subse-
quently announced three major revisions
to the scheme. She said eligibility had been
extended to motorcycles registered from
January 1, 2006, instead of the previous
2011 cut-off, in response to feedback from
citizens and journalists.

The previous five-litre limit per token
has been abolished, with eligible two and
three-wheeler users now able to purchase
fuel according to their own requirements.
Each eligible user can obtain four tokens
per month with each token carrying a
relief amount of Rs500.

“For example, if two litres of petrol cost
Rs780, the beneficiary would pay Rs280
after applying the Rs500 relief token,”
Fatima explained.

The third change was the abolition of
SMS charges across the board under the
scheme, making messaging free for all
scheme beneficiaries regardless of vehicle
type. Fatima said more than 1.75 million
registrations had been completed under
the scheme by 3pm, around 1.5 million
tokens had been generated, and over
680,000 tokens had already been redeemed
at petrol stations.

Long marches, strikes, sit-Ins may cost
Pakistan's economy Rs120h a day:
Aurangzeb

ANI

Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb
on Sunday warned that long marches, sit-
ins and strikes could cost Pakistan’s econ-
omy around Rs120 billion a day, describing
disruptions to economic activity as “self-
inflicted pain” at a time when the country
was trying to shift from economic stabilisa-
tion to sustained growth.

The statement came after three groups,
Jamaat-e-Islami (JI), Kissan Ittehad and
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), announced
plans for long marches in Islamabad in the
coming week. The groups were protesting
separate issues, with JI demanding the
removal of the petroleum development
levy, Kissan Ittehad seeking relief for farm-
ers, and PTI calling for the release of party
founder Imran Khan from jail.

In a televised recorded message,
Aurangzeb said the government had
worked with the Planning Commission’s

economic wing to assess the potential
impact of protests, road blockages and
business closures, drawing on both pre-
vious experience and the country’s cur-
rent economic conditions. “If this eco-
nomic stabilisation that we have achieved
with great effort, difficult decisions and
continuous efforts is disrupted by protests.

Sunday, with party chief Hafiz
Naeemur Rehman warning that if
the government failed to abolish
the petroleum levy, the protest
could turn into one to oust the
government. In the morning,
Naeem addressed JI supporters at
Karachi’'s Cantonment Station
before departing for Islamabad by
train. As per an update at 7pm, the
Naeem-led caravan had reached

Tando Adam after making a stop

in Hyderabad. In his Karachi

speech, the party chief said that a
road caravan had also departed for the fed-
eral capital in addition to the “train march”.

Aleema
detained under
MPO in Lahore

ahead of PTI’s
Sept 27 protest

ANI

PTI said on Sunday that
ex-prime minister and
party founder Imran
Khan's sister, Aleema
Khan, had been detained
by authorities, after the
office of Lahore’s deputy
commissioner (DCO)
ordered her detention or
arrest for 30 days.

The development takes
place amid reports of a
crackdown on the PTI
ahead of its September
27 countrywide protest
and march to Islamabad,
which the party has
called to demand Imran’s
release from jail and
mobilise people for the
supremacy of the
Constitution.

The  September 20
order, a copy of which is
available with Dawn, said
DC Muhammad Ali Jjaz
had ordered the detention
or arrest of Aleema and a
man named Muhammad
Ameer under the Punjab
Maintenance of Public
Order Ordinance, 1960
(MPO).

The MPO ordinance
allows the authorities to
order detention and
restrict judicial review of
such orders. “Their cus-
tody shall be placed under
the superintendent,
Central Jail, Kot Lakhpat,
Lahore.

He added that the rally would pass

through Hyderabad, Landhi, Nawabshah,
Rohri and Sukkur, adding that “we will

den on the least privileged.

“Instead of providing relief to
the people, the government has
decided that it would make the
nation pay for its bad govern-
ance,” he added. “We demand that
the levy extortion should end.
Petrol prices would then reduce
quickly and reach around Rs200
per litre. That’s when the econ-
omy could move forward.”

He said that the government
had increased petrol prices more
than any other state in the region.

“The government wants to rob the common
people in times of crisis,” Naeem claimed.

Navy chief visits units at sea, Creeks
Area to review SEASPARK 2026

ANI

Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Naveed Ashraf visited units at sea
and in the Creeks Area on Sunday
to review Exercise SEASPARK 2026,
the military’s media wing said.
According to the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR), The bien-
nial exercise, which has been under-
way since September 1, rehearses
the full spectrum of maritime oper-
ations and tests the operational pre-
paredness and ability to transition
rapidly from peacetime to wartime
operations. “Reflecting the chang-
ing character of warfare, this year’s
exercise integrates Operations in

the Information Environment,
Multi-Domain  Operations  and
extensive use of unmanned sys-
tems,” the statement added. During
his visit, Admiral Ashraf interacted

with personnel participating and
commended their “professionalism,
high morale, operational readiness
and resolve to remain invincible at
sea”, ISPR said.

Chairman Muttahida Qaumi Movement-Pakistan (MQM-P) Khalid Magbool Siddiqui and others lead a ‘Qaumi
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Aleema Khan Arrested Ahead of Planned
PTI Protest March

BY: ANI Correspondent:

LAHORE -- Police arrested
Aleema Khan, sister of jailed former
Prime Minister and Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder Imran
Khan, at her residence in Lahore on
Sunday, ahead of the party’s planned
protest march to Islamabad on
September 27.

According to a notification issued
by the Lahore district administra-
tion, Aleema Khan has been
detained for 30 days. The notification
cited intelligence reports and stated
that her presence at public places
could pose a threat to public safety.

The PTI has announced a protest
march towards Islamabad next
week, with the party demanding the
release of Imran Khan.

Pakistan’s  Interior =~ Minister
Mohsin Naqvi said on Saturday that
the government would take meas-

i

ures to prevent the planned protest
march.

PTI leaders have criticised Aleema
Khan's arrest. Zulfi Bukhari, a close
aide to Imran Khan, described the
detention as unjustified and linked it
to the upcoming September 27 mobi-

lisation.

The arrest comes amid heightened
political activity ahead of the PTI’s
planned march, with authorities and
the opposition party taking oppos-
ing positions over the proposed
demonstration.

Power Consumers May Face Rs1.73 Per
Unit Tariff Increase

By,: ANI Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD --- Electricity con-
sumers across Pakistan may face an
additional burden as the Central
Power Purchasing Agency (CPPA)
has sought a Rs1.73 per unit increase
under the monthly fuel cost adjust-
ment mechanism for August.

The National Electric Power
Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) is
scheduled to hear the CPPA’s request
on September 29.

According to the application,
14464 billion units of electricity
were supplied to distribution com-
panies during August at an average
cost of Rs8.82 per unit. The proposed
adjustment would also apply to
K-Electric consumers.

Hydropower accounted for 37.84
per cent of electricity generation
during the month, while local coal
contributed 10.88 per cent and
imported coal 1559 per cent.
Furnace oil accounted for 2.15 per

cent, local gas 7.04 per cent and
imported LNG 8.48 per cent of gen-
eration.

The proposed increase is part of
the monthly fuel cost adjustment
process and will only become appli-

cable if approved by NEPRA follow-
ing the scheduled hearing.

Consumers would therefore have
to wait for the regulator’s decision
before any additional amount is
reflected in electricity bills.

Govt Finalises Sweeping Civil
Service Reforms

BY : ANI Correspondent,

ISLAMABAD: The federal govern-
ment has finalised a comprehensive
restructuring plan for Pakistan’s
civil service, proposing 11 special-
ised professional cadres, changes to
the CSS examination system and a
new mechanism for senior-level
appointments and promotions.

The proposed reforms were dis-
cussed at a consultative session
chaired by Planning Minister Ahsan
Igbal in Islamabad. The package
aims to reform recruitment, train-
ing, career progression, performance
evaluation and the institutional
structure of the federal bureaucracy.

Under the proposed system, pro-
fessional cadres would include areas
such as law, engineering, science and

R e

technology, IT and telecommunica-
tions, energy, climate, agriculture
and forestry, education and health.
The proposed National Executive
Service would allow serving govern-
ment officers, academics and pri-
vate-sector professionals to compete
for posts in BS-20 and above through

open competition. Appointments
would be made on five-year con-
tracts against published perfor-
mance targets, while the Police
Service and Foreign Service would
remain outside the proposed struc-
ture.

The government also plans to
reduce federal decision-making
from five tiers to three and introduce
performance-linked financial
rewards. Officials would be evalu-
ated twice a year under the proposed
system.

The reforms are estimated to cost
around Rsll billion to implement.
The government has said an imple-
mentation committee would oversee
the process following approval, with
full implementation targeted within
120 days.

PM Iftikhar Gillani: Resolving Public
Grievances Top Priority of AJK Government

Report: ANI Correspondent:

MUZAFFARABAD: Prime
Minister Azad Jammu and Kashmir
Iftikhar Gillani has said that resolv-
ing the problems of ordinary citizens
is the top priority of his government.

He expressed these views while
talking to various public delegations
that called on him in Muzaffarabad.
The prime minister said the govern-
ment would formulate a comprehen-
sive plan to address public griev-
ances and practical steps would be
taken to resolve the issues brought to
his notice.

-

A\

PM Iftikhar Gillani said develop-
ment priorities would focus on pro-
jects that directly benefit the people
and improve access to basic facilities.
He added that the government
would remain accessible to the pub-
lic and ensure that genuine griev-
ances are addressed in a timely and
effective manner.

Delegations from all union coun-
cils of Muzaffarabad, along with rep-
resentatives of youth and women
from different areas, congratulated
PM Iftikhar Gillani on assuming
office and apprised him of the prob-
lems faced by their respective areas.

Ballistic missile intercepted over Riyadh as
fire breaks out near King Khalid airport

ANI

RIYADH: The Saudi-led coalition
fighting Yemen’s Houthis said
Saturday that the Iran-backed group
fired a ballistic missile at Riyadh at
dawn, after a fire broke out near the
Saudi capital’s international airport.

Firefighters extinguished a blaze
on a fuel tank bearing the logo of
Saudi oil giant Aramco at a fuel
depot near Riyadh’s King Khalid
International Airport, an AFP jour-
nalist saw. Footage shared online
and verified by AFP showed a col-
umn of black smoke above airport
buildings.

In recent weeks, Yemen’s Iran-
backed Houthi movement has
staged a lightning offensive, seizing
swathes of territory in one of the
world’s poorest countries and leav-
ing the internationally recognised
government, which is backed by
Saudi  Arabia, scrambling to
respond.

Saudi Arabia’s air force ‘success-
fully intercepted and destroyed a
ballistic missile launched by the
Houthi terrorist militia towards the
city of Riyadh at dawn on Saturday’,

coalition spokesman Turki al-Malki
posted on X.

He said the Houthis also tried to
target ‘civilians and civilian infra-
structure in Bisha, Taif, Farasan, and
Yanbu’, adding that the attacks ‘were
thwarted by the Gulf monarchy’s air
defences’.

Saudi Arabia has responded with
scores of airstrikes on Houthi-held
areas but failed to stop the advance.

The Houthis said they had
responded to recent Saudi attacks by
carrying out ‘two successful military

operations using a large number of
ballistic and cruise missiles and
drones’, Houthi military spokesman
Yahya Saree said in a statement on
Telegram.

“The first targeted sensitive sites in
the Saudi capital, Riyadh, and the
second targeted Aramco facilities in
Yanbu." Hours after the early morn-
ing alert, residents told AFP on con-
dition of anonymity that they heard
what sounded like a series of explo-
sions echoing through parts of the
Saudi capital.

ITP facilitation vans to serve citizens
at 28 locations from Sept 21-27

ANI

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Traffic Police
(ITP) facilitation vans will visit 28 loca-
tions across the federal capital from
September 21 to 27, providing driving
licence and other police services to citi-
zens closer to their homes and work-
places. AnITP official told APP on Sunday
that the Police Station on Wheel, Van-I,
Van-II and Van-III would operate daily
from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm according to the
following schedule: Monday, September
21: Police Station on Wheel will be availa-
ble at Iqra University, Van-I at Benazir
Chowk, Tarnol, Van-II at F-10 Bolan Gate,
and Van-III at Traffic Office Faizabad.
Tuesday, September 22: Police Station
on Wheel will visit G-11 Markaz, Van-I
Islamic University, Van-II DHA-II, Gate 4,
and Van-III Foreign Office Checkpost.
Wednesday, September 23: Police
Station on Wheel will be stationed at
Centaurus Mall, Van-I at Wednesday
Bazaar, Bhara Kahu, Van-II at E-11/3 Toba
Masjid, and Van-Ill at Traffic Office

Faizabad.

Thursday, September 24: Police Station
on Wheel will visit E-11 Markaz, Van-I
Zero Point Checkpost, Srinagar Highway,
Van-II Chatta Bakhtawar Milad Chowk,
and Van-III Adventure Inn Checkpost.

Friday, September 25: Police Station on
Wheel will be available at I-10 Markaz,
Van-I at Khanna Bridge, Van-II at Bari
Imam House, and Van-III at Traffic Office
Faizabad. Saturday, September 26: Police
Station on Wheel will visit Rawal Town,
Van-I F-8 Markaz, Van-II Gandum Godam
Checkpost, IJP Road, and Van-III Foreign
Office Checkpost. Sunday, September 27:
Police Station on Wheel will be stationed
at Sunday Bazaar H-9, Van-I at Traffic
Office Faizabad, Van-II at Police Lines
H-11, and Van-III at Islamabad Club. The
Police Station on Wheel will provide ser-
vices including missing reports, character
certificates, learner permits, driving
licence renewals and duplicate licences.
The three facilitation vans will offer
learner permits, licence renewals, dupli-
cate licences and driving test sheets.

AIOU conference to focus on research,
practices in education

ANI

ISLAMABAD: The 9th International
Conference on “Research and Practices in
Education,” organized by Allama Igbal Open
University (AIOU), will commence tomorrow
(September 21) and continue for two days. The
conference will bring together national and inter-
national educationists, researchers and experts
associated with the field of education. The confer-
encewillbeheld inhybrid mode, enabling national
and international experts to participate in various

sessionsbothonlineand inperson. ViceChancellor
Prof Dr Nasir Mahmood will host the opening
and concluding ceremonies. During the confer-
ence, educationists and researchers will present
their research papers and share their experiences
on the latest research in education, teaching meth-
odologies, contemporary educational challenges
and possible solutions. The conference aims to
strengthen the link between educational research
and practical teaching and to promotemeaningful
academic and research-oriented dialogue among
educationists and researchers.

NCCIA DG
Rizvi orders
stronger public
awareness
drive against
cyber fraud,
harassment

ANI

ISLAMABAD:  Director
General National Cyber
Crime Investigation
Agency (NCCIA) Syed Ali
Nasir Rizvi directed the
agency’s media team to
strengthen public aware-
ness efforts against cyber
fraud and online harass-
ment to help citizens pro-
tect  themselves  from
cybercrime. An official told
APP on Sunday that the
DG issued the directions
during a meeting with the
NCCIA media team, where
a strategy was discussed to
make the cybercrime
awareness campaign more
effective and highlight the
agency’s work through
social media. Rizvi
directed the team to pro-
vide citizens with timely
and authentic information
about ways to protect
themselves from cyber
fraud and harassment. He
stressed that public aware-
ness should be strength-
ened through effective use
of social media so that citi-
zens could recognise cyber
threats and take precau-
tionary measures.

CDA Relocates 470 Trees from Kashmir

Site

ANI

ISLAMABAD: The Capital
Development Authority (CDA) has
launched a major tree rescue and
transplantation operation to save 470
trees coming in the alignment of
Kashmir Chowk underpass project on
Srinagar Highway, shifting them to
Parade Ground Shakarparian and
other suitable locations under strict
supervision of Environment Wing.
According to CDA Environment Wing,
the initiative is being carried out under
the banner of “Save The Trees -
Pakistan’s First Tree Rescue Service”,
ensuring that development and envi-
ronmental protection go hand in hand.

The trees, which were falling in the
right of way of the Kashmir Chowk
underpass - a key connectivity project
aimed at improving traffic flow
between Srinagar Highway, Murree
Road and adjoining areas - are being

Chowk Underpass

scientifically uprooted with root balls,
transported on trailers and replanted
at Parade Ground to enhance its green
cover and beauty for the upcoming
23rd March celebrations. Officials said
the shifting is being carried out with
specialized equipment, with proper
wrapping and watering arrangements
to ensure maximum survival rate.

The Environment Wing teams are
supervising the entire operation, from
extraction to replantation and after-

care. Instead of cutting down the trees,
CDA has adopted the transplantation
method as an environmentally sus-
tainable solution. The operation dem-
onstrates CDA's commitment to pro-
tect Islamabad’s green character while
executing major infrastructure pro-
jects. The replanted trees at Parade
Ground will not only be preserved but
will also contribute to beautification
and environmental improvement of
the main venue of national day celebra-
tions. The Authority said the trees are
being planted with proper pits, soil
treatment and maintenance plan.

Citizens and environmentalists
have appreciated the move, terming it
a model for other development pro-
jects. CDA said similar tree rescue
operations will be adopted in future
projects to ensure that Islamabad
remains clean, green and environmen-
tally sustainable while development
works continue at fast pace.

PM&DC President visits

MDCAT exam centres

ISLAMABAD: President Pakistan Medical & Dental
Council (PM&DC) Prof. Dr. Rizwan Taj on Sunday vis-
ited MDCAT 2026 examination centres at Air University
and Shaheed Zulfigar Ali Bhutto Medical University
(SZABMU), Islamabad, to review the arrangements and

observe the conduct of the examination.

MDCAT 2026 was successfully conducted across the

country for 138,158 registered candidates at examination

centres established in 34 cities and towns, along with an
international centre in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. During the
visit, the President reviewed the facilities and arrange-
ments provided to candidates and expressed satisfaction

with the measures in place for the smooth and orderly
conduct of the examination. President PM&DC Prof. Dr.
Rizwan Taj said that all possible facilities were provided
to candidates.

World leaders return to UN
amid wars in Middle East and

ANI

World leaders gather in New York this
week for the United Nations General
Assembly, bracing for President Donald
Trump’s return to the rostrum for a second
year running, with talks centering on the
widening conflicts in the Middle East and
Ukraine and the risks of artificial intelli-
gence. Nearly 130 heads of state meet with
the post-World War Two order under strain
and with the UN itself struggling to remain
relevant and weathering attacks from
Trump, who has slashed America’s contri-
butions and withdrawn from dozens of UN
bodies.

Chinese leader Xi Jinping, who last
addressed the diplomatic jamboree via
video in 2021, will skip New York in favour
of one-on-one talks with Trump in
Washington on Thursday, fueling debate
about the UN’s relevance in addressing
global crises. Compounding the crisis of
morale and finance are questions about the
next leader of the 80-year-old organisation:
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres com-

Ukra

ine

b

pletes his term at the end of 2026, with no
clear frontrunner in the race to replace him.
The 15-member UN Security Council may
hold high-level meetings on Ukraine, Al
and the Middle East, including talks with
Arab leaders, diplomats said.

More than a year into Trump’s second
term, “we would no longer say that the
UN is in freefall, but we would say that
it’s stuck in an open-ended crisis,” said
Richard Gowan of the International
Crisis Group. “The UN may not be in
emergency care like it was last year, but it
seems to be trapped in a trauma centre
for the foreseeable future,” Gowan said.
The US avoided losing its vote at the assem-
bly by paying $725 million in contributions
to the regular budget this week, but it still
owes the organisation more than a billion
dollars and makes ongoing demands for
cuts and reforms. The assembly meets
shortly after several artificial intelligence
industry leaders called for a coordinated
slowdown of the development of the tech-
nology, warning that it could soon improve
on its own and escape human control.

DPM/FM Dar
departs to New
York to attend
UNGA 81st
Session
ANI

ISLAMABAD:
Prime

Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar,
Sunday, departed
Islamabad for New York,
where he will accompany

Deputy
Minister/Foreign
Senator

Prime Minister
Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif from 21-25

September for the high-
level week of the 8lst
Session of the United
Nations General Assembly
(UNGA). The DPM/FM
will have an extensive
and wide-ranging pro-
gramme during the high
level week. He will attend
the meeting of the OIC
Contact Group on Jammu
& Kashmir during which
he will highlight
Pakistan’s unwavering
support for the right to
self-determination of the
Kashmiris, the Foreign
Office Spokesperson said
in a press release.

Dar will also attend sev-
eral Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC)
Ministerial meetings on the
sidelines of the UNGA,
including OIC  Foreign
Ministers’ Annual
Coordination Meeting, as
well as other OIC Contact
Group meetings.
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Opinion

Aurangzeb Khan Khichi’s Quetta Visit: A
New Chapter for Balochistan’s Heritage

By: Ch Shabbir
Balochistani
Published By:
ANI News
Agency

Balochistan is
often discussed
in terms of its
geography, natu-
ral resources and mineral wealth,
but its greatest treasures also lie in
its ancient history, cultural tradi-
tions and archaeological heritage.
From Mehrgarh to historic forts,
shrines, folk traditions, traditional
crafts and indigenous languages,
Balochistan represents an important
and valuable chapter in the cultural
history of Pakistan.

In this context, the recent visit to
Quetta by Federal Minister for
National Heritage and Culture
Aurangzeb Khan Khichi deserves
particular attention. His visit has
brought  renewed  focus to
Balochistan’s archaeological and cul-
tural heritage and created an oppor-
tunity for federal and provincial
institutions to work together for its
preservation and promotion.

The significance of the visit should
not, however, remain limited to offi-
cial meetings and announcements. It
should become the starting point of a
practical and long-term strategy for
protecting Balochistan’s historical
heritage and presenting it to Pakistan
and the world.

Balochistan possesses numerous
sites that require attention, includ-
ing places associated with Mir
Chakar Khan Rind, the historical
heritage of Sibi, Chakar Khan Fort,
sites linked with the legendary story
of Sassi and Punnu, ancient shrines,

forts and other archaeological
remains. These places are not simply
old structures. They are part of the
collective memory and cultural iden-
tity of the people.

The federal Ministry of National
Heritage and Culture, in collabora-
tion with the Government of
Balochistan, should therefore con-
sider launching a comprehensive
Balochistan Heritage Restoration
and Promotion Programme. The first
step should be a province-wide sur-

vey and documentation of historical
sites, followed by individual conser-
vation and restoration plans based
on their historical importance and
present condition.

Restoration should go beyond
repairing buildings. Historical sites
need proper access roads, cleanli-
ness, lighting, security, information
panels and visitor facilities. Local
communities should be involved in
their protection, while young people
can be trained as professional herit-
age and tourism guides. This would
help preserve history while creating
employment opportunities for the
younger generation.

Modern technology can also
transform the way heritage is docu-
mented and experienced. Important
sites could have QR codes providing
historical information in English,
Urdu, Balochi and Brahui. Old pho-
tographs, maps, documents, oral his-

tories and folk
traditions could
be preserved

. through a Digital
Balochistan
Heritage Archive,
creating a perma-
nent record for
researchers, stu-
dents and future
generations.

Universities
and research
institutions should also be brought
into this process. Historians, archae-
ologists, writers, cultural experts
and young researchers can contrib-
ute significantly to documenting the
province’s history. Most importantly,
local communities should have a
meaningful role in deciding how
their heritage is preserved and pre-
sented.

Mehrgarh deserves special atten-
tion. It is one of the most important
archaeological references to the
ancient civilization of the region and
has enormous potential for cultural
tourism and international recogni-
tion. A modern museum, research
centre and visitor facilities could
help turn Mehrgarh into an impor-
tant destination for students,

researchers and tourists.

Aurangzeb Khan Khichi’s visit
also provides an opportunity to
strengthen Pakistan’s cultural unity.
The country’s diversity is one of its
greatest strengths. Sindhi, Punjabi,
Balochi, Brahui, Pashtun, Saraiki,
Kashmiri and Gilgit-Baltistani tradi-
tions all contribute to the richness of
Pakistan’s national identity.

The federal Ministry of National
Heritage and Culture could there-
fore introduce a permanent National
Cultural Festival, held each year in a
different provincial capital. A festi-
val in Quetta, for example, could
bring together Balochi and Brahui
traditions with Sindhi Ajrak, Punjabi
cultural traditions, Pashtun heritage
and the cultural expressions of other
regions.

Such festivals should not be lim-
ited to music, food and traditional
dress. They should also include
books, literature, folk stories, handi-
crafts, historical exhibitions, docu-
mentaries, films and programmes in
regional languages. Cultural
exchange of this kind can create
greater understanding and closeness
among the people of different prov-
inces.

Another useful initiative could be
a Heritage Youth Fellowship, provid-
ing young people with training in
archaeology, museum management,
digital archiving, cultural research
and heritage tourism. Regional cul-
tural and historical centres could
also  be  established  across
Balochistan to preserve local tradi-
tions, photographs, crafts, folk sto-
ries and historical records.

The recent visit of Aurangzeb
Khan Khichi to Quetta should there-
fore be viewed as an opportunity to
move from discussion to implemen-
tation. The federal ministry, the pro-
vincial government, archaeology
and culture departments, universi-
ties and local communities can
develop a coordinated framework
for heritage preservation.

Balochistan’s heritage is not sim-
ply a reminder of the past. Properly
preserved and promoted, it can
become a source of education, tour-
ism, employment and international
cultural recognition.

The real success of Aurangzeb
Khan Khichi’s visit will be measured
not only by what was discussed in
Quetta, but by what is implemented
afterwards. If the momentum gener-
ated by the visit is transformed into a
comprehensive Balochistan Heritage
Policy, it can open a new chapter in
the preservation of the province’s
history and culture. Balochistan’s
heritage is a vital part of its identity,
but its preservation is a shared
national responsibility.
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If Islamic

A countries had

established a

powerful international platform to

recognize and support their scien-

tists, intellectuals, researchers and

writers, they might have created a

culture of knowledge and innovation

capable of transforming the Muslim
world.

Nations rise not merely through
wealth, natural resources or military
strength, but through the knowledge
they create, the ideas they nurture
and the minds they inspire. A civili-
sation’s strength is reflected in its
universities, laboratories, research
centres and intellectual life.

The Muslim world has never been
short of brilliant minds. From the
great scholars of the Islamic Golden
Age to contemporary scientists, engi-
neers, physicians, economists, educa-
tors, writers and social scientists,
Muslim societies have produced
individuals who have made valuable
contributions to humanity. The prob-
lem is not a lack of talent; it is the
absence of a connected system
through which talent can flourish
and collaborate.

In the modern world, science and
technology have become among the
most important engines of national
development. Artificial intelligence,
biotechnology, medicine, space sci-
ence, renewable energy, robotics and
advanced engineering are rapidly
transforming economies and socie-
ties. Countries that invest systemati-
cally in research and innovation are
helping to define the future, while
those that mainly consume knowl-
edge produced elsewhere risk
becoming increasingly dependent on
others.

This should prompt serious reflec-
tion. Imagine a coordinated effort
linking universities and researchers
across Islamic countries. A scientist
in Pakistan, an engineer in Tiirkiye, a
medical researcher in Saudi Arabia,
an educationist in Indonesia, a physi-
cistin Egypt and a technology expert
in Malaysia may be working on
related problems, yet have limited
opportunities to collaborate. Their
collective knowledge represents an
enormous but insufficiently con-
nected resource. It could also
strengthen cooperation among uni-
versities across generations.

A common framework could facili-

tate joint research, international fel-
lowships, visiting professorships,
doctoral scholarships, shared labora-
tories and cross-border academic
projects. Financial support should
target promising research, particu-
larly among young scholars who lack
access to laboratories, equipment,
mentors and international networks.

The cooperation should focus on
challenges affecting both Muslim
societies and humanity: water scar-
city, food security, public health, cli-
mate change, renewable energy, agri-
cultural productivity, artificial intel-
ligence, education and economic
development. At the same time,
social sciences and humanities must
receive equal attention. No country
can build a successful future through
technology alone. Economists, politi-
cal scientists, sociologists, psycholo-
gists, educationists, historians, phi-
losophers and writers help societies
understand inequality, governance,
social cohesion, education, youth
development and cultural transfor-
mation.

The initiative should begin with a
practical roadmap. First, Islamic
countries could convene a ministerial
and academic summit to agree on a
founding charter, governance struc-
ture and financing mechanism.
Participation should remain open,
with decisions based on academic
merit rather than political influence.

Second, an independent council of
eminent scientists, researchers, edu-
cationists and intellectuals from par-
ticipating countries could be estab-
lished. Members should be selected
through transparent procedures and
fixed terms. The council could iden-
tify priority research areas and
develop common standards for eval-
uating proposals and achievement.

Third, a jointly financed research
and innovation fund should be cre-
ated. Contributions could be propor-
tionate to the economic capacity of
member states, while competitive
grants could be available to research-
ers across participating countries. It
should prioritise multinational pro-
jects and publish its criteria and out-
comes.

Fourth, a network of centres of
excellence could be developed.
Existing universities and laboratories
should be strengthened rather than
creating expensive parallel struc-
tures. Selected institutions could
specialise in areas such as artificial
intelligence, medicine, agriculture,
water ~management, renewable
energy, education, economics and
social policy. Researchers could
move between these centres through
fellowships and visiting appoint-

ments.

Fifth, the programme should focus
strongly on young people. Doctoral
scholarships, postdoctoral fellow-
ships, student research competitions
and innovation grants could connect
talented young Muslims with lead-
ing research institutions. An annual
gathering could provide a platform
for discoveries, partnerships and
new projects.

Recognition should form part of
the system, but it should reward gen-
uine contribution rather than become
an exercise in ceremony. Prestigious
international prizes could recognise
outstanding achievements in science,
technology, social sciences, literature
and the humanities. Such recognition
would send an important message to
younger generations about the value
of knowledge.

The history of Muslim civilisation
demonstrates what becomes possible
when knowledge is treated as a col-
lective enterprise. During the Islamic
Golden Age, scholars travelled,
exchanged ideas, translated works
and built upon the knowledge of ear-
lier civilisations. The lesson is not to
romanticise the past but to recover its
intellectual spirit: curiosity, open-
ness and scholarship.

The Muslim world possesses uni-
versities, financial resources, a large
young population and immense
intellectual talent. What is needed is
coordination, sustained investment
and long-term vision. The proposed
organisation should therefore not
become another bureaucratic struc-
ture. It should be lean, transparent,
merit-based and focused on measur-
able outcomes.

Its purpose should be to increase
Muslim contributions to global
knowledge and help solve problems
affecting humanity.

Islamic countries should therefore
seriously consider establishing a
World Organisation for Islamic
Science, Technology and Intellectual
Excellence, with science, technology,
social sciences, education, humani-
ties and literature within its man-
date. With transparent governance
and sustained financial commitment,
it could connect minds across bor-
ders.

The Muslim world does not lack
resources, young people or talent.
What it needs is the vision to connect
these resources and invest in the
minds capable of transforming them
into knowledge, innovation and
human progress. Nations rise when
they invest in their minds. The
Muslim world must now invest in its
greatest resource , its people, their
knowledge and their ideas.
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Pakistan’s political environment
once again highlights the impor-
tance of parliamentary dialogue,
political consultation and demo-
cratic consensus. At a time when
the country is facing economic
pressures, governance challenges
and growing public expectations,
political ~ stability ~remains an
important requirement for sustain-
able national progress.

The recent political engagement
between the Pakistan Peoples Party
and the Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz demonstrates both the chal-
lenges and the importance of coali-
tion politics. Political parties may
have differences on policy matters
and priorities, but democratic insti-
tutions provide the appropriate
framework through which such dif-
ferences can be discussed and
addressed.

Differences between coalition
partners are not unusual in a par-
liamentary democracy. Political
parties represent different constitu-
encies and may have different polit-
ical priorities. The important ques-
tion is how these differences are
managed. Dialogue, consultation
and parliamentary mechanisms
provide a democratic means of
resolving disagreements while
allowing governance to continue.

The role of the electorate is
equally important. Democracy can-
not function effectively without an
informed and responsible elector-
ate. It is the responsibility of citi-
zens to cast their votes wisely, after
considering the programmes, man-
ifestos and commitments presented
by political parties. In return, polit-
ical parties must honour their man-
ifestos and electoral promises with
honesty, sincerity and good faith.

When these principles are
respected, voters can exercise their
constitutional right to vote freely
and fairly, without hindrance, dis-
crimination or violence. The elec-
toral process should provide every
eligible citizen with an equal
opportunity to participate in deter-
mining the direction of the country.

The people are the true stake-
holders in a democratic system,
while elected leaders are entrusted
with the responsibility of serving
the people and working in the ser-
vice of Pakistan. The power of
democracy therefore lies funda-
mentally in the vote.

Every vote represents public

trust and carries with it expecta-
tions for better governance, eco-
nomic opportunity, security, justice
and public services. Political par-
ties therefore have a responsibility
not only to seek electoral mandates
but also to remain accountable for
the commitments they make to the
people.

At the same time, the electorate
and elected representatives share a
responsibility to promote harmony,
stability and political unity when
democracy becomes the primary
objective for the prosperity of
Pakistan. Political competition is an
essential part of democracy, but
competition should not prevent
political institutions from function-
ing or national interests from being
addressed.

A hung Parliament or coalition
government can emerge from the
distribution of an electoral man-
date. Such an arrangement requires
political parties to engage in con-
sultation and negotiation. Coalition
politics does not necessarily mean
that every participating party must
agree on every issue. Rather, it
requires parties to find constitu-
tional and parliamentary ways of
working together while maintain-
ing their respective identities and
positions.

Our leaders and politicians who
are elected must therefore work
towards providing a stable and
credible system that can support,
sustain and protect the legitimate
views, values and interests repre-
sented by different political parties.

A functioning democracy does
not require complete political
agreement. It requires institutions
capable of accommodating differ-
ences through dialogue, parliamen-
tary debate and constitutional pro-
cesses. Political disagreements can
coexist with democratic coopera-
tion when all sides respect the rules
and institutions of the system.

Parliament should remain the
principal forum for discussing
major national questions. Issues
involving governance, constitu-
tional reform, administrative
arrangements and the future direc-
tion of the country require broad
consultation and consideration by
elected representatives.

This is particularly important
when decisions have implications
for different provinces, communi-
ties and sections of society.
Democratic consultation allows dif-
ferent perspectives to be heard and
provides greater opportunity for
national consensus.

Pakistan’s democratic experience
also shows the importance of insti-
tutional  continuity. = Economic
development, investment, public-
sector reforms and social pro-
grammes require consistent gov-
ernance and an environment in
which institutions can perform
their constitutional responsibilities.

Political stability, however,

should not be understood as the
absence of disagreement. Healthy
democracy depends upon debate,
criticism and accountability. What
matters is that political differences
remain within constitutional and
democratic boundaries and that
political dialogue continues even
when parties disagree.

The responsibility is therefore
shared between the electorate and
the electors. Citizens must exercise
their right to vote responsibly and
remain informed about the com-
mitments of political parties.
Elected representatives, on the
other hand, must respect the man-
date entrusted to them and remain
accountable to the people.

Our political leaders have a duty
to serve the public rather than treat
political authority as an end in
itself. Political office carries respon-
sibility ~ towards citizens and
towards Pakistan as a whole. The
ultimate purpose of democratic
governance should be to improve
the lives of the people and
strengthen the institutions of the
state.

For Pakistan, the way forward
lies in strengthening the culture of
parliamentary consultation and
democratic responsibility. Political
parties can maintain their individ-
ual positions while working
together on matters of national
importance. The electorate can
make informed choices while con-
tinuing to demand accountability
from those who receive their man-
date.

When citizens are able to vote
freely and fairly, when political
parties honour their commitments,
and when elected representatives
work through constitutional and
parliamentary mechanisms, demo-
cratic institutions can develop
greater public confidence.

The power of the vote should
therefore be accompanied by the
responsibility of leadership. The
electorate gives the mandate, while
elected representatives are
entrusted with the responsibility to
serve.

Pakistan’s democratic future
depends upon this shared responsi-
bility. A stronger culture of
informed voting, accountable lead-
ership, constitutional respect and
parliamentary dialogue can pro-
vide a foundation for greater har-

mony, political  stability —and
national unity.
Ultimately, democracy must

remain a means through which the
people of Pakistan can participate
in their own governance, express
their aspirations peacefully and
hold their representatives account-
able. When democracy becomes the
primary objective, political differ-
ences can be managed through
institutions, dialogue can replace
confrontation, and the country can
move towards a more stable and
prosperous future.
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and drones

When missiles
threaten the skies of Saudi Arabia,
they do not merely endanger mili-

tary installations or economic
infrastructure. They cast a shadow
over a land that occupies a sacred
place in the heart of every Muslim.
Saudi Arabia is home to Makkah
and Madinah, the two holiest cit-
ies of Islam. For Pakistan, there-
fore, the security of the Kingdom
is not simply a matter of foreign
policy. It is connected with faith,
history, brotherhood and shared
strategic interests.

The recent Houthi attacks
against Saudi Arabia have once
again demonstrated how rapidly
instability in Yemen can endanger
the wider region. Pakistan has
officially condemned the attacks
and reaffirmed its solidarity with
the Kingdom. Such solidarity is
neither symbolic nor temporary. It
reflects a relationship built over
decades and strengthened through
mutual trust, defence cooperation
and unwavering support during
difficult times.

The Pakistan Army has always
been recognised for its profession-
alism, discipline, courage and
operational experience. Its sacri-
fices in the fight against terrorism
are written in the blood of thou-
sands of soldiers and officers who
defended their homeland against
one of the most dangerous waves
of militancy in modern history.
This  experience has made
Pakistan’s armed forces highly
capable in counterterrorism, intel-
ligence coordination, missile and
drone threat assessment, border
security and the protection of sen-
sitive installations.

If Saudi Arabia faces aggression,
Pakistan cannot remain emotion-

ally or strategically indifferent.
Any serious threat to the Kingdom,
particularly to its sacred places,
naturally causes concern through-
out Pakistan. The bond between
the two countries cannot be meas-
ured only through official agree-
ments. It lives in the hearts of ordi-
nary Pakistanis who consider the
safety of the Haramain al-Shari-
fain a sacred responsibility.

The message to the Houthi
rebels must therefore be clear:
political grievances cannot justify
attacks on civilian areas, airports,
energy facilities or commercial
routes. Missiles and drones cannot
bring justice to Yemen, nor can
they secure a durable political set-
tlement. They only deepen civilian
suffering, expand regional insta-
bility and create the possibility of
a confrontation whose conse-
quences may extend far beyond
the Arabian Peninsula.

Pakistan’s support for Saudi
Arabia should not, however, be
misunderstood as a call for an
unlimited war. True military
strength is not demonstrated by
seeking conflict; it is demon-
strated by preventing aggression.
The Pakistan Army’s professional
support can strengthen Saudi
defensive capabilities, improve
preparedness and create effective
deterrence. A credible defence
often prevents the very war that
weakness invites.

Critics may argue that Pakistan
should remain completely
detached from Middle Eastern dis-
putes. Neutrality, however, does
not mean silence in the face of
aggression, particularly when a
close ally is threatened. Pakistan
can support Saudi Arabia’s legiti-
mate defence while simultane-
ously  encouraging  dialogue,
restraint and a peaceful resolution
of the conflictin Yemen. Defending
an ally and advocating peace are
not contradictory objectives. On
the contrary, responsible deter-
rence can provide the stability
required for meaningful diplo-
macy.

Pakistan must also ensure that

every aspect of its cooperation
remains consistent with the
Constitution, parliamentary over-
sight, international law and the
national interest. Its role should
remain defensive, carefully
defined and free from sectarian
considerations. Pakistan enjoys
important relations with several
countries in the region and should
continue wusing its diplomatic
influence to reduce tensions rather
than enlarge divisions.

Saudi Arabia’s security also has
direct economic significance for
Pakistan. Millions of Pakistanis
have worked in the Kingdom and
contributed to both economies.
Saudi stability affects energy mar-
kets, maritime commerce, remit-
tances and the livelihoods of
countless Pakistani families. An
attack on Saudi infrastructure can
therefore produce consequences
extending from Riyadh and Jeddah
to homes and markets across
Pakistan.

At this critical moment, the
courage of the Pakistan Army
must be matched by the wisdom of
Pakistan’s political leadership. The
objective must not be revenge,
expansion or confrontation. It
must be the defence of Saudi sov-
ereignty, the protection of sacred
places and civilians, and the pres-
ervation of regional peace.

The Houthi leadership must
understand that Saudi Arabia does
not stand alone. Pakistan’s friend-
ship is not confined to ceremonial
statements or diplomatic courte-
sies. It is a historic commitment
shaped by faith, tested by time and
supported by genuine public sen-
timent. The Pakistan Army
remains a force for defence, deter-
rence and stability. Its resolve
sends an unmistakable message:
Pakistan desires peace, but it will
not remain indifferent when a
brotherly nation and the sacred
heartland of Islam are threatened.
The path of wisdom remains open,
but aggression must never be mis-
taken for strength, nor should
Pakistan’s commitment to peace be
misunderstood as weakness.
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PTI Kisan Wing Warns of Agricultural
Crisis, Backs Sept 25 Farmers’ Protest

Report: FT Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD-- The PTI Kisan
Wing has announced its support for
the Pakistan Kisan Ittehad (PKI) and
confirmed participation in the farm-
ers’ protest and “Million March”
scheduled for September 25 in
Islamabad.

The announcement was made by
PTI Kisan Wing Organizer Sheikh
Waqas  Akram and  Central
Information ~ Secretary  Khalid
Nawaz Sadhraich while speaking to
media along with local farmer lead-
ers. Sadhraich said all provincial
bodies of the Kisan Wing had been
directed to actively participate in the
PKI-led movement. He said farmers’
prosperity ~ was  essential  for
Pakistan’s economic stability.

The PTI leaders alleged that rising
diesel, fertilizer, seed and other
input costs had severely increased

the burden on farmers. They also
criticised wheat pricing and imports,
warning that continued pressure on
growers could reduce domestic pro-
duction and increase dependence on
imported wheat.

The leaders demanded a mini-
mum sugarcane support price of

Rs650 per 40kg, targeted relief on
electricity and diesel, and immediate
action against the alleged smuggling
of vegetables from Afghanistan.

The PTI Kisan Wing said it would
continue efforts to unite farming
organisations and raise farmers’
issues on political and public forums.

Jamaat-e-Islami Reviews Preparations for

Report: ANI Correspondent:

LAHORE -- A meeting chaired by
Jamaat-e-Islami ~ Pakistan = Naib
Ameer Liaqat Baloch was held at
Mansoora to review preparations for
the proposed ‘Super Long March.

Speaking to the media after the
meeting, Liaqat Baloch said five
rounds of negotiations had been held
between government and Jamaat-e-
Islami committees, but the govern-
ment side had failed to present any
concrete proposals.

He said Jamaat-e-Islami had pre-
sented comprehensive proposals for
abolishing the petroleum levy but
the government continued to delay
the matter.

Baloch said further negotiations
without a comprehensive relief pack-

Super Long March

age would be meaning]less. If the gov-
ernment is serious, Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif should directly join
the negotiations and announce a
major relief package for the people.

He said Jamaat-e-Islami would not be
satisfied with mere assurances or
temporary relief and would continue
to press for practical measures to
address public grievances.

Five Terrorists Killed, 23 Abducted Persons
Rescued in Kalat Operation

BY: ANI Correspondent:

QUETTA -- Security forces killed
five terrorists and safely recovered
23 abducted persons during an
operation along the N-25 Karachi-
Chaman Highway near Kalat, the
Inter-Services  Public  Relations
(ISPR) said on Sunday.

According to the military’s media
wing, the terrorists had established
an illegal checkpoint on the high-
way with the reported objective of
abducting people for ransom, extor-
tion and snatching vehicles.

Security forces responded after
receiving information about the ter-
rorist activity and engaged the mili-

tants in an intense exchange of fire.
Five terrorists were killed during
the operation.

ISPR said 23 abducted individu-
als were recovered from the terror-

ists’ hideout. Security forces also
recovered six trucks, three buses
and two cars from the site, along
with weapons, ammunition and
explosives.

A sanitisation operation was con-
tinuing in the surrounding areas to
ensure the safety of the local popu-
lation and secure the national high-
way.

The operation comes amid inten-
sified counter-terrorism activities in
Balochistan. Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and President Asif
Ali Zardari commended the secu-
rity forces for the operation and reit-
erated the government’s resolve to
continue action against terrorism.

Two Army Officers Among
Six Martyred in Hangu Clash, Eight

Khwarij

BY: ANI Correspondent:

HANGU --Eight militants were
killed while six security personnel,
including two Pakistan Army offic-
ers, were martyred during an
intense exchange of fire between
security forces and Khwarij in
Hangu  district of  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) said on
Sunday.

According to the military’s media
wing, an exchange of fire took place
between a security forces convoy
and Khwarij in Hangu district. The
troops effectively engaged the mili-
tants, resulting in the killing of
eight Khwarij.

However, during the intense
exchange of fire, two officers who
were leading their troops from the
front also embraced martyrdom
along with four other security per-
sonnel, ISPR said.

The martyred officers were iden-
tified as Captain Abuzar Farooq, 23,
a resident of Gujranwala district,
and Lieutenant Sheraz Babar, 22, a

resident of Chakwal district.

ISPR said the two officers fought
gallantly while leading their troops
and paid the ultimate sacrifice along
with four other personnel.

Following the engagement, a san-
itisation operation was launched in
the area to eliminate any remaining
militants and ensure the security of
the surrounding area.

The military’s media wing said

Killed: ISPR

the counter-terrorism campaign
under the Azm-e-Istehkam frame-
work, approved by the Federal Apex
Committee under the National
Action Plan, would continue with
full resolve. ISPR said the sacrifices
of the security personnel further
reinforced the commitment of the
armed forces and law-enforcement
agencies to safeguarding the coun-
try and combating terrorism.

*SENATOR SALEEM MANDVIWALLA
MEETS ITALIAN AMBASSADOR TO

PAKISTAN H.E. UGO CIARLATANTI*

BY: ANI Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD -- Senator Saleem
Mandviwalla, Chief Whip Senate,
held a meeting with H.E. Ugo
Ciarlatani, Ambassador of Italy to
Pakistan, at his office today.

During the meeting, both sides
discussed Pakistan-Italy bilateral
relations and ways to further
strengthen cooperation between the
two countries. The discussion
focused on enhancing parliamen-
tary exchanges and people-to-peo-
ple contacts.

HE. Ambassador highlighted
that over 340,000 Pakistanis are liv-
ing in Italy and contributing posi-
tively to the Italian society and
economy. Senator Mandviwalla
noted that there is great potential
for skilled Pakistani professionals

to explore further opportunities in

Italy. Both sides agreed that
Pakistan and Italy enjoy longstand-
ing and cordial relations, and reaf-

?—

firmed their commitment to build
on these ties in the years ahead to
further deepen cooperation in areas
of mutual interest.

Security Forces Lauded for
Successful Operation Against Fitna al-
Khawarij in Hangu

Report: ANI Correspondent;

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly
Speaker Sardar Ayaz Sadiq has
lauded the security forces for their
successful operation against mili-
tants in Hangu, in which eight ter-
rorists were killed.

The Speaker paid tribute to
Captain Abu Zar Farooq, Lieutenant
Sheraz Babar and four other sol-
diers who embraced martyrdom
during the operation, commending
the security forces for demonstrat-
ing exceptional courage and brav-
ery in the fight against terrorism.

Sardar Ayaz Sadiq said the sacri-
fices of the martyrs strengthen the
nation’s resolve and determination.

He said the sacrifices rendered by

the security forces in defending the
country are unforgettable and that
the nation holds its brave martyrs in
the highest esteem.

Hereiterated that the fight against
terrorism would continue until the
last terrorist is eliminated, saying
the sacrifices of the martyrs in oper-
ations against Fitna al-Hindustan
reflect the nation’s unwavering
resolve.

The Speaker expressed heartfelt
sympathy and condolences to the
families of the martyrs, saying he
shares their grief. He prayed that
Allah Almighty elevates the ranks
of the martyrs and grants patience
and strength to their bereaved fami-
lies.

September SNIDs inaugurated at the
Rotary Community Centre Karachi

BY: FT Correspondent:

KARACHI -- The inauguration of
the September SNIDs (Sub-National
Immunization Days) for polio vac-
cination, took place today at the
Rotary Club of Karachi Community
Centre in Gulistan-e-Jauhar. The
National Chair PolioPlus Committee
Aziz Memon who is also a Past
Trustee of The Rotary Foundation,
together with EOC (Emergency
Operations Centre) Focal Person,
Dr. Ahmad Ali Shaikh, Shahzad
Sabir, District Governor, Rotary
District 3271, DGE Fahad Sikandar
inaugurated the September SNIDs.
Also attending the event was
Humayun Qureshi, President
Rotary Club of Karachi and several
Rotarians.

The upcoming SNIDs scheduled
from Sept 21 to 27, 2026 will target
31 million children in 115 polio
high-risk districts across the coun-
try in areas of Balochistan, Gilgit-
Baltistan, Islamabad, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab, and Sindh.
These SNIDs will cover all children
under the age of five years.

Three large scale nationwide
campaigns have already been

‘.

implemented since the beginning of
the year covering 45 million chil-
dren, where some targeted high-
risk areas were administered OPV
(Oral Polio Vaccine) with fIPV (frac-
tional Injectable Polio Vaccine) to
strengthen immunity in weak and
malnourished children, who are
quick to fall prey to the Polio virus.

Speaking on the occasion, Aziz
Memon stated; “Polio eradication is
a collective responsibility. Parents
and caregivers play a crucial role by
ensuring their children receive all
the recommended doses, including

routine immunizations. Rotarians
facilitate polio frontline workers
during campaigns, and play a sig-
nificant role in monitoring NIDs/
SNIDs in their districts, engaging
with local community leaders, to
promote polio vaccination and

counter misinformation and
myths.”

Pakistan and Afghanistan remain
the only 2 countries in the world
where polio has not been eradi-
cated. Itis encouraging though that
polio cases in Pakistan have signifi-

cantly reduced over the years.

PVARA Chairman Bilal Bin Saqib Meets

U.S. Chargeé d’Affaires Natalie Baker

BY:Ahmed Shamsur Rehman/ ANI

ISLAMABAD --Minister of State
and Chairman of the Pakistan
Virtual Assets Regulatory Authority
(PVARA), Bilal Bin Saqib, met U.S.
Chargé d’Affaires Natalie Baker to
discuss Pakistan’s evolving regula-
tory framework for digital assets.

Bilal Bin Saqib briefed the U.S.
Chargé d’Affaires on developments
in Pakistan’s digital assets sector
and efforts to establish a modern
and robust regulatory framework.

The meeting also covered innova-
tion, financial transparency and the
future of Pakistan’s digital econ-
omy. Bilal Bin Saqib said Pakistan
was developing a modern regula-
tory framework for the digital assets
sector and laying the foundations

for a digital economy while keeping
the future of the financial system in
view. He added that through inno-

vation and financial transparency,
Pakistan was charting a new direc-
tion for its digital economy.

Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh to Attend World
Economic Forum Meetings to Promote
Pakistan Investment

Report: ANI

NEW YORK/Islamabad--Federal
Minister for Board of Investment
Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh has departed
for New York to attend the World

Economic  Forum’s  Sustainable
Development Impact Meetings
2026, scheduled for September
21-24.

The minister will highlight
Pakistan’s  economic  potential,

investment
opportunities
and business-
friendly
reforms before
global  inves-
tors, business
leaders and
representatives
of interna-
tional financial
institutions. During the meetings,

Qaiser Ahmed Sheikh is expected to
promote investment opportunities
in key sectors including energy,
technology, agriculture and manu-
facturing.

He will also hold bilateral and
multilateral meetings with interna-
tional investors, corporate execu-
tives and global economic leaders to
encourage foreign direct investment
and expand commercial partner-
ships with Pakistan.

Pakistan-Saudi Security
Cooperation Gains Importance Amid
Regional Tensions

BY: ANI Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD -- Security
cooperation between
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
has gained renewed signif-
icance amid escalating
attacks on Saudi territory
and growing regional ten-
sions, following the sign-
ing of a trilateral defence
agreement involving
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and
Tiirkiye. Under the recently
signed Mecca Joint Defence
Agreement, an armed
attack against any one of the three
countries is to be regarded as an
attack against all three. The agree-
ment has brought Pakistan’s long-
standing defence partnership with
Saudi Arabia into a broader trilat-
eral framework with Tiirkiye.

The latest develop ents came after
Yemen’s Houthi movement intensi-
fied missile and drone attacks
against Saudi Arabia, including
attacks targeting areas around

Riyadh. The escalation has raised
concerns over the security of Saudi
territory, energy infrastructure and
regional shipping routes.

Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan
Fidan said Tiirkiye was prepared to
meet Saudi Arabia’s military needs
under the trilateral agreement, par-
ticularly in technical areas. He said
Ankara regarded the attacks on
Saudi Arabia as a serious threat to
the country’s territorial integrity

and sovereignty.

Pakistan, meanwhile,
has maintained that no
discussion has taken place
regarding an immediate
. military response to the
Houthi attacks under the
defence agreement.
Islamabad has, however,
reiterated its commitment
to its security partnership
with Saudi Arabia and
indicated that it would
respond if circumstances
required it.

The trilateral defence
arrangement is expected to deepen
military coordination, joint exer-
cises and defence-industry coopera-
tion among Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
and Tiirkiye. The developments also
underline Pakistan’s longstanding
strategic and defence relationship
with Saudi Arabia, while placing
Islamabad in a sensitive regional
position as it seeks to maintain rela-
tions with both Gulf partners and
neighbouring countries.
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