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PM links PAF’s 1965 heroics to
Marka-e-Haq, praises its
combat excellence

The Newspaper of ANI Media Group

ANI

told the Hili Forum in Abu Dhabi.

Iran’s Navy commander Rear
Admiral Shahram Irani said on
Monday that the US was “deeply
concerned about Iran’s opera-
tional initiatives” and warned that
Tehran’s military could “ground”
Washington’s forces wherever
necessary, state news agency
IRNA reported.

According to IRNA, Irani
stressed the need for the country’s
armed forces to remain ready for
the “Khorramshahr ahead”, recall-
ing the defence of Khorramshahr
during the Iran-Iraq War and
referring to possible future bat-
tles.

“Our main mission is to prevent

the enemy from achieving its
goals and objectives, and with
God'’s help, we will succeed in this
path, because the enemy’s move-
ments are monitored moment by
moment,” he added.

Iran’s Deputy Chief of Staff of
the Armed Forces, Brigadier
General Kioumars Heydari, said
on Monday that Iran’s enemies did
not expect it to change the “equa-
tions of war and expand the bat-
tlefield to a regional level,” Press
TV reported.

“The Strait of Hormuz, one of
the region’s key strategic points,
has the capacity to significantly
influence regional and global
equations. By leveraging its strate-
gic capabilities, the Islamic

Republic of Iran was able to have a
significant impact on the world’s
economic equations,” Heydari
was quoted as saying.

Saudi Aramco’s Jazan oil refin-
ery was reportedly attacked on
Monday, and the damage was
being assessed, Reuters reported,
citing The Financial Times, which
cited two people with knowledge
of the matter. Earlier, the United
Arab Emirates is building alterna-
tive routes for its energy exports
and trade to ensure they are not
“held hostage” by the ongoing
war, UAE Presidential Adviser
Anwar Gargash said.

“Our energy exports will not be
held hostage, nor will our trade
and economic activity,” Gargash

While acknowledging that rela-
tions with Iran could eventually
recover, Gargash warned that
rebuilding trust after the attacks
could take decades. He also criti-
cised Gulf Arab states for failing
to mount a coordinated response
to Iran, saying they had been una-
ble to translate shared concerns
into a unified strategy.

“Freedom of navigation is not
a concession to be granted, nor a
principle to be renegotiated
under pressure,” Gargash said,
adding that any long-term reso-
lution must include credible
guarantees  against  further
Iranian attacks on Gulf Arab
states.

ANI
Prime Minister Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif on Sunday

hailed the Pakistan Air Force’s
(PAF) decades-long record of
professionalism and sacrifice,
saying the force had repeatedly
risen to the challenge of defend-
ing Pakistan’s aerial frontiers
during times of conflict. In a
message marking Pakistan Air
Force Day, observed on
September 7, Shehbaz said the PAF had
displayed “professional capability, prow-
ess and dominance in Aerial Conflicts”
over the decades.

“This distinguished organisation has a
proud history of sacrifice, valour as well
as professionalism and always responded
to the nation’s call with profound cour-
age,” he said.

Recalling the September 1965 war, the
prime minister said PAF aviators had
demonstrated “passion and resolve” in
safeguarding Pakistan’s airspace and
paid the ultimate price in defending the
country.

“In September 1965, the passion and
resolve of Pakistan Air Force aviators to
safeguard the aerial frontiers of Pakistan
duly rendered them victorious in the
vastness of skies,” Shehbaz said.

“They laid down their precious lives for
the defence of the motherland. It is cer-
tainly a national honour to pay glowing
tributes to Shuhada for their supreme sac-
rifices,” he added. Pakistan marks Air
Force Day on September 7 each year to
commemorate the PAF’s role in the 1965
war. The day is observed alongside
Defence and Martyrs’ Day commemora-
tions recalling the military conflict
between Pakistan and India.

The prime minister also highlighted
the PAF’s role in Marka-e-Hagq, referring
to the conflict with India that lasted from
April 22 to May 10, 2025. The PAF played a
central role in Pakistan’s military
response during the confrontation,
including the use of integrated multi-
domain capabilities.

Shehbaz said the PAF had worked
alongside the other armed services dur-
ing the conflict and credited its perfor-
mance to leadership, planning, combat

skills and modern warfare capabilities.
“In the same vein, last year in May
2025, when the aggressor once again
challenged a peace-loving country, the
Pakistan Air Force, in perfect synergy

with Sister Services, defeated the
adversary during Marka-e-Haq,” he
said. He attributed the performance to
“bold leadership, tactical brilliance of
combat crew, excellent planning” and
the coordinated employment of “Multi-
Domain Warfare Capabilities” acquired
through modernisation and indigeni-
sation.

“The nation is proud that Pakistan Air
Force once again upheld the glorious leg-
acy of fighting the outnumbered, which
has always been its hallmark!” the prime
minister said. Shehbaz also expressed his
best wishes for the PAF’s continued pro-
fessional development and said he was
confident the force would remain pre-
pared to defend Pakistan’s sovereignty
and aerial frontiers.

“On this special day, I wish continued
professional success and progress to
Pakistan Air Force,” he said.

“lI am sure, as always, Pakistan Air
Force will rise to any possible occasion to
defend sovereignty and aerial frontiers of
Pakistan.” He concluded with the slogans:
“Pakistan Air Force Zindabad! Pakistan
Paindabad!”

21 India-backed terrorists killed in
multiple KP operations: ISPR
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PM, President invoke 1965 war spirit,
pay homage to martyrs, and reaffirm
defence resolve
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PTI’s Barrister Gohar warns
against dividing provinces without

broad public consensus

ANI

Pakistan  Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Chairman

Barrister Gohar Ali
Khan on Monday
warned  that any
attempt  to  divide

Sindh and other prov-
inces without the con-
sent of the people
would weaken the fed-
eration, urging political forces to avoid
taking decisions on the creation of new
provinces in haste.

Speaking to reporters outside the
Supreme Court of Pakistan in Islamabad,
Gohar warned against bringing in contro-
versial legislation, adding, “If you divide
Sindh without the consent of its people
and its representatives, you will weaken
the federation.”

While contending that the issue of cre-
ating further administrative units should
be deeply deliberated upon and consen-
sus should be built, Gohar underscored
that if the government indulged in carv-
ing out provinces from Sindh, Balochistan
and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (K-P) without
the consent of its residents and represent-
atives, “they will walk from one trouble
into another”.

“Such experiments should not be car-
ried out in the country,” he said, adding

that the issue of new
provinces should be
debated within a com-
mission and then
taken up by the new
parliament that comes
to power.

The PTI chairman
called for a consulta-
tive process similar to
the one followed dur-
ing the passage of the
18th Amendment. He warned that rush-
ing into the division sans consensus
would undermine the unity of the federa-
tion. Barrister Gohar also criticised
Punjab Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
over her recent remarks concerning ter-
rorism and demanded an apology. “I con-
demn the statement of Punjab CM on ter-
rorism,” he said, adding that authorities
traced terrorism back to India.

“India and the Research and Analysis
Wing (RAW) were found guilty of terror-
ism in Pakistan,” the PTI leader asserted.
He lamented that Maryam’s statement
was prejudiced and did not reflect facts,
and if anyone besides her had said it, a
first information report would have been
filed to hold that person accountable.

Speaking to the media, the PTI leader
also asked CM Maryam to do away with
point-scoring on a serious issue like ter-
rorism.

PAF observes 7th September as
Martyrs’ Day across all Air Bases

ANI

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Air Force
observed 7th September as Martyrs” Day
at all PAF Bases across the country to hon-
our the supreme sacrifices of its martyrs
and pay homage to their courage, valour
and devotion to duty.

The day commenced with a special
Duaa and Quran Khawani for the
Shuhada of the 1965 and 1971 Wars, the
brave martyrs of Marka-e-Haq and all
PAF personnel who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in the line of duty since the
inception of Pakistan, said a news release
issued by Inter Services Public Relations
(ISPR). Air Chief Marshal Zaheer
Ahmed Baber Sidhu, NI (M), HJ, Chief
of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force, was

the Chief Guest at
the Martyrs’ Day
ceremony held at
Air Headquarters,
Islamabad.

The Air Chief
paid rich tribute to
PAF martyrs,
underscoring that
their sacrifices
constitute the
foundation of
PAF’s proud legacy
of courage, professionalism and unwa-
vering commitment to the defence of
the motherland.

He said that the valiant deeds of our
forefathers are not merely chapters of his-
tory but a living legacy that places a pro-
found responsibility upon the present
generation.

Paying homage to the martyrs, Chief of
the Air Staff said, “Our Shuhada are
enduring symbols of courage, sacrifice
and national resolve. Their legacy
reminds us that the defence of our moth-
erland is a sacred trust, which we shall
continue to uphold with steadfast com-
mitment.” Later, the Air Chief laid a floral
wreath at the Martyrs’ Monument and
offered Fateha in solemn remembrance of
the gallant martyrs of PAF.

ANI

LONDON: President Asif Ali Zardari is set to
return to Pakistan on September 8 after cut-
ting short his stay in the British capital, Geo
News has learnt. Credible Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP) sources said the president had ini-
tially planned to remain in London for another
three to four days. However, he decided to
return early to deal with the prevailing politi-
cal situation and the growing debate over the
creation of new provinces and administrative

units. The debate intensified after Planning

Minister Ahsan Igbal proposed dividing the
country into 12 to 15 provinces and called for
a national political dialogue on restructuring
Pakistan’s administrative system. The PPP has
strongly opposed any move to divide Sindh
and maintains that no new province can be
created without constitutional procedures,

political

President Zardari arrived in London from
Vienna on September 1 after spending five
days in Austria on a private visit. He was
accompanied by former federal minister Dr
Asim  Hussain
Mandviwalla. PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari cuts short London visit amid
new provinces debate

Zardari and Bakhtawar Bhutto Zardari joined
their father in London two days later. Sources
said both will remain in the British capital and
will not travel back with President Zardari.

They are expected to return after spending
approximately another week in London.

Bilawal arrived from Paris after spending
several days in Austria, while Bakhtawar trav-
elled to London with her husband, Mahmood
Chaudhry, and their children.

The family’s stay in Austria generated
reports that President Zardari had travelled

there to discuss a possible marriage proposal

consensus and public support.

and Senator Saleem

for Bilawal with a prominent European fam-
ily. Bilawal categorically rejected the reports,
saying no engagement or marriage had taken
place and that he did not know any “Princess
Gloria”. He said any decision regarding his
personal life would be announced by his
family.

Islamabad ATC
grants bail to
Mushtaq Ahmad,
95 others over AJK

protest
ANI
ISLAMABAD: An
Islamabad  anti-terrorism

court (ATC) on Monday
granted post-arrest bail to
former senator Mushtaq
Ahmad Khan and 95 others
in a case registered over a
protest concerning Azad
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK)
in Islamabad’s Sector F-10.
ATC Judge Abual Hasnat
Muhammad Zulgarnain
heard the bail applications,
while  prosecutor  Raja
Naveed Hussain Kiani
appeared on behalf of the
prosecution. Defence law-
yers, including  Sardar
Masroof, Zahid Bashir Dar
and Amina Ali, represented
the suspects. After hearing
arguments from both sides,
the court approved bail for all
96 suspects against surety
bonds of Rs5,000 each. The
case was registered at
Shalimar Police Station under
provisions of the Anti-
Terrorism Act in connection
with the protest. Ahmad was
initially detained on July 30
after  security = personnel
stopped him from entering
Azad Jammu and Kashmir.
His team alleged that he was
held for more than 24 hours
because he supported the
ongoing protests in the
region. After his release,
Ahmad returned to
Islamabad and announced
the gathering at F-10 Markaz,
inviting the public.

Pakistan rejects India’s “baseless”
assertions on IIOJK status

ANI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Monday
categorically rejected India’s asser-
tions regarding the status of Jammu
and Kashmir, calling them baseless
and contrary to internationally recog-
nised facts. “India’s unilateral actions
and continued illegal occupation can-
not alter the internationally recog-

nised disputed status of Jammu and

Kashmir,”

Jammu and Kashmir

remained one of the oldest unre-
recognised
disputes on the agenda of the United

solved, internationally

Foreign Office spokesper-
son Ambassador Sajjad Haider Khan
said in a statement. He said that the

dispute

Nations Security Council, as the rele-
vant UN resolutions stipulated that its
final disposition must be made in
accordance with the relevant Security
Council resolutions and the will of the
Kashmiri people, expressed through a
free and impartial plebiscite under UN

auspices. The spokesperson said that
the official United Nations maps
depicting Jammu and Kashmir as a
disputed territory remained the only
cartographic representation of its
current legal status. “India’s so-
called official maps and unilateral
claims of sovereignty have no bear-
ing on the status of the disputed ter-
ritory,” he remarked. Spokesperson
Khan also urged the international
community to ensure that India
immediately stops human rights vio-
lations in the IIOJK, and fulfils its
commitment towards the realisation
of the right to self-determination of
the Kashmiri people, in line with the
relevant UNSC resolutions.

Federal minister for National health services Mustafa Kamal addressing to public meeting during defense
day at Koh-e-Noor Chowk
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NA Speaker Ayaz Sadiq Pays Tribute to
Navy Martyrs and Veterans on Navy Day

Report: Naseem Hassan/ANI

ISLAMABAD--- National
Assembly Speaker Sardar Ayaz
Sadiq paid heartfelt tribute to
Pakistan Navy martyrs, veterans
and personnel on Navy Day, prais-
ing their sacrifices, courage and pro-
fessionalism in defending the coun-
try’s maritime frontiers and sover-
eignty. Recalling the Navy’s role in
the 1965 war, he said Operation
Dwarka remains a significant chap-
ter in naval history, while the opera-
tional role of submarine PNS Ghazi
reflected the Navy’s capability on the
maritime front.

The Speaker said the Pakistan
Navy also played an effective role in
safeguarding maritime security dur-

ing Marka-e-Haq, demonstrating
resolve and professionalism under
the leadership of Chief of Naval Staff

Admiral Naveed Ashraf.

Highlighting the strategic impor-
tance of maritime routes to Pakistan’s
economy, trade and security, Ayaz
Sadiq said the nation remains
indebted to its naval martyrs and
veterans and will always honour
their sacrifices.

Deputy Speaker Syed Ghulam
Mustafa Shah also paid tribute to
Navy personnel, saying Operation
Dwarka demonstrated Pakistan’s
naval capability and resolve. He said
the sacrifices of martyrs and veter-
ans remain a source of pride and
inspiration for the nation.

Both leaders prayed for the eleva-
tion of the martyrs’ ranks and for
lasting peace, stability and prosper-
ity in Pakistan.

AJK PM Iftikhar Gilani Announces 100-
Day Reform Plan for Good Governance

Report: Naseem Hassan/ANI

ISLAMABAD --Prime Minister of
Azad Jammu and Kashmir Iftikhar
Gilani said the PML-N government’s
100-day reform plan provides a clear
roadmap for public service and good
governance.

Addressing a meeting on the plan,
he said the government, guided by
PML-N leader Nawaz Sharif and
supported by Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif and Maryam Nawaz,
aims to usher in a new era of devel-
opment and public welfare in AJK.

The meeting reviewed targets, pri-
orities and preparations for the first
100 days. Gilani said the government
would accelerate development along
the lines of Punjab and focus on pro-
jects whose benefits reach the public
directly within a short period.

He said the government was com-

§

mitted to ensuring that development
benefits reach every household and
would accelerate efforts to make AJK
more developed, prosperous and

modern. The PML-N AJK govern-
ment will soon launch its 100-Day
Transformation Programme, he
added.

Barrister Danyal Chaudhry Reaffirms
Zero Tolerance for Workplace Harassment

BY: ANI Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD -- The 14th meeting
of the Standing Committee on
Human Rights was held at Parliament
House under the co-chairmanship of
Parliamentary Secretary for
Information ~ and  Broadcasting
Barrister Danyal Chaudhry and the
Committee Chairperson.

The Committee unanimously
resolved to uphold the Federal
Ombudsman for Protection Against
Harassment (FOSPAH) ruling in the
Dr. Ayesha harassment case, reaf-
firming that workplace harassment in
any form is unacceptable and will be
dealt with strictly.

The Committee also discussed the
Ayat Noor case from Haripur, decid-
ing that if the victim’s parents are dis-
satisfied with the ongoing investiga-
tion, they may seek the formation of a
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fresh investigation team from a spe-
cial unit.

Condemning the murder of Hina
Javed in Rawalpindi, the Committee
stressed that the case must be pur-
sued rigorously without any leniency

towards influential individuals, reit-
erating that no one is above the law.

The Committee reaffirmed its com-
mitment to protecting citizens’ rights
and ensuring swift, impartial justice
in high-profile cases.

Signature Impact Observes Defence
Day to Honour Martyrs

BY: Hurish Shah FT:

ISLAMABAD -- Signature Impact
(Pvt) Limited observed Defence Day
on September 6 at a simple yet ele-
gant ceremony at its office to honour
the supreme sacrifices of Pakistan’s
martyrs and pay tribute to their
courage, valour and devotion to
duty.

The ceremony began with the
recitation of the Holy Quran fol-
lowed by the national anthem.

Engr. Dr. Muhammad Afzal, CEO
of Signature Impact, paid rich trib-
ute to the martyrs and said their
sacrifices form the foundation of
Pakistan. He also recalled the mar-
tyrdom of his father during the 1965
war, saying the valiant deeds of the
nation’s forefathers were a living
legacy that placed a profound
responsibility on the present gener-
ation.

Jamiat-ul-Quresh Meat Welfare
Association Delegation Meets PM’s
Adviser

Report: ANI Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD-- A delegation of the
All Pakistan Jamiat-ul-Quresh Meat
Welfare Association, led by President
Khursheed Ahmed Qureshi, met
Prime Minister’s Adviser for
Tourism Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan at
his office.

The meeting discussed the estab-
lishment of a modern slaughter-
house, wholesale poultry market
and cattle market in Islamabad,
along with issues faced by traders
associated with the meat, poultry
and livestock sectors.

The delegation stressed the need
for a modern slaughterhouse in
Islamabad to ensure the provision of
safe, hygienic and quality meat to
the city’s population. It said the
establishment of a slaughterhouse
remains one of the association’s key
demands.

The delegationincluded Chairman
Jamiat-ul-Quresh Pakistan Abdullah

Renowned  journalist Fariha
Idrees, who attended as the special
guest, said the martyrs were endur-
ing symbols of courage, sacrifice
and national resolve. She said their
legacy reminded the nation that the
defence of the motherland was a
sacred trust.

Ya

Qureshi, General Secretary Sardar
Zaheer, President Islamabad Poultry

Retailers  Association Mahmood
Hussain Shah and other office-bear-
ers.

In his concluding remarks, CEO
Adnan Mukhtan offered Fateha for
the martyrs of the 1965 and 1971
wars and Mark-e-Hagq, and thanked
the participants.

The ceremony concluded with the
cutting of a cake specially prepared
for the occasion.

lyas

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan assured
the delegation of his full cooperation
in addressing their concerns and
taking up the issues with the rele-
vant authorities.

AC Kahuta Shireen Gul Inspects THQ
Hospital, Directs Officials to Ensure
Better Facilities for Patients

BY: ANI Correspondent:

KAHUTA - Assistant
Commissioner Kahuta Shireen Gul
visited the Tehsil Headquarters

(THQ) Hospital Kahuta and con-
ducted a detailed inspection of the
emergency department, male ward,
and female ward.

During the visit, the Assistant
Commissioner  interacted  with
patients and their attendants and

sought their feedback regarding the
cooperation and services provided
by the hospital staff. She directed
the hospital administration to
ensure the provision of all neces-
sary facilities to patients and their
attendants.

Shireen Gul also inspected the
hospital pharmacy and issued strict
instructions to ensure the availabil-
ity and timely provision of medi-
cines under all circumstances.

She further directed the hospital
administration to keep the labora-
tory operational until 8:00 p.m. and
improve the systems for sample col-
lection and laboratory testing to
facilitate patients.

The Assistant Commissioner said
that the tehsil administration is uti-
lizing all available resources to pro-
tect the lives and property of citizens
and ensure the provision of essential
healthcare facilities.

Islamabad HEC Concludes Artificial
Intelligence Training for Around 400

Report: ANI:
ISLAMABAD -- The National
Academy of Higher Education
(NAHE), Higher Education

Commission (HEC) Pakistan, has
concluded a three-day Tier-I training
programme on Artificial Intelligence
(AI) for lecturers and assistant pro-
fessors of public sector higher educa-
tion institutions.

Titled “Al Literacy for Educators:
Building Al-Ready Institutions,” the
programme aimed to enhance fac-
ulty capacity to responsibly use Alin
teaching, learning, research and
assessment. NAHE has so far trained
around 400 faculty members, includ-
ing 332 in Cohort-I and nearly 64 in
Cohort-II.

Managing Director NAHE (HEC)
Dr. Noor Amna Malik, who
attended the opening and closing
ceremonies, stressed the impor-
tance of ethical Al use, academic
integrity, privacy and protection of

Faculty Members

intellectual property.

The training covered AI, Machine
Learning, Deep Learning, Large
Language Models and Generative

Al, along wi

il LA

th their applications
across fields including healthcare,
business, communication, research
and education.

Attock Fire Breaks Out at Clothing Shop
in Meena Bazaar Brought Under Control

BY : ANI Correspondent:

ATTOCK -- A fire broke out at a
clothing shop near the Small Post
Office in Meena Bazaar, Attock city,
reportedly due to a possible short
circuit. The fire quickly spread
through the clothes and other items
inside the shop.

Upon receiving information,
Rescue 1122 firefighting teams
immediately reached the spot and
launched firefighting and relief
operations. After nearly an hour of
continuous efforts, the rescue per-
sonnel successfully brought the fire
completely under control.

No loss of life was reported in the
incident. However, clothes and other
items inside the shop were damaged
in the fire.
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Navy Day Naval Chief Admiral Naveed
Ashraf Pays Tribute to Shuhada and Ghazis

Report : ANI

ISLAMABAD -- Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Naveed Ashraf, NI,
NI(M), T Bt, has paid tribute to the
martyrs and Ghazis of the Pakistan
Navy on the occasion of Navy Day,
observed on September 8.

In his message, Admiral Naveed
Ashraf said nations were defined
not only by their geographical size
and resources but also by the
strength of their resolve. He high-
lighted the Pakistan Navy’s deter-
mination and sacrifices despite lim-
ited resources and operational con-
straints at the time of the country’s
inception.

Recalling the historic Operation
SOMNATH on September 8, 1965, he
said the naval operation against
coastal radar installations at Dwarka
demonstrated  Pakistan  Navy’s

o N
offensive capability, strategic fore-
sight and unwavering resolve.

The Naval Chief also highlighted
the legacy of Pakistan Navy subma-
rine GHAZI and the induction of
HANGOR-class submarines,
describing them as milestones in
strengthening Pakistan’s undersea
deterrence, technological capability
and maritime security.

Admiral Naveed Ashraf paid the
deepest tribute to the Shuhada and
Ghazis of Pakistan Navy, saying
their sacrifices had ensured the sov-
ereignty and security of Pakistan’s
maritime frontiers.

He said the legacy of courage, sac-
rifice and commitment to the
defence of Pakistan would continue
to inspire future generations.

The Naval Chief concluded his
message with prayers for Allah’s
guidance and protection, and reaf-
firmed: “Pakistan Navy Zindabad,
Pakistan Paindabad.”

Islamabad Important Meeting Held Under
SP City Dr. Ayaz Hussain

Report: ANI:

ISLAMABAD --- An important
meeting was held under the chair-
manship of SP City Dr. Ayaz Hussain

to review the prevailing law and
order situation, crime prevention
measures and crime control in the
area. During the meeting, the rele-
vant officers were directed to take

effective measures to curb crime,
ensure efficient policing and protect
citizens. They were also instructed
to take immediate steps to resolve
issues faced by the public.
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Opinion

NATO must be ready for key summit in pivotal year

LUKE COFFEY

The World Economic Forum in Davos,
Switzerland, last week highlighted an ongo-
ing rift between the worldview of the US and
that of its transatlantic partners in Europe.
This time, the dispute centered on Greenland
— specifically, America’s desire for greater
access to and control over the territory.
While tensions were high at times, it was
NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte who
ultimately helped calm the situation and get

transatlantic relations back on track.

Looking ahead, 2026 will be a pivotal year
for NATO, with a major summit scheduled to
take place less than six months from now in
Ankara, Turkiye. To ensure the summit’s
success, policymakers must begin shaping
the agenda immediately. While the meeting
may seem far off, in terms of statecraft and
diplomacy, six months is very little time at
all. Aligning the US and its European part-
ners more closely will require early prepara-
tion, sustained engagement and political
will on both sides of the Atlantic. Getting the
transatlantic relationship right carries sig-

nificant economic implications — not only
for North America and Europe, but for the
global economy as well. Together, the two
account for nearly half of the world’s gross
domestic product. Europe and the US are
each other’s largest export markets and each
is responsible for trillions of dollars of
investment in the other’s economy, support-
ing millions of jobs. When rifts emerge
across the Atlantic, the consequences are felt
well beyond security policy, with ripple
effects across trade, investment and global
growth. As the alliance heads toward the
July summit, four major issues are likely to
dominate discussions. Policymakers would
be wise to begin laying the groundwork now
to ensure the meeting delivers tangible

results rather than political friction.

The first issue, unsurprisingly given the
recent focus on Greenland, is Arctic security.
Just as Donald Trump has done more than
any other US president to push NATO mem-
bers to increase their defense spending, he
has also done more than any predecessor to
force the alliance to take the Arctic seriously.
Until recently, NATO avoided even mention-

should play there.

coordination in the Arctic.

ing the region in its official documents,
largely due to internal disagreements among
Arctic allies over what role the alliance

With growing competition in the High
North and with Trump’s renewed emphasis
on Greenland'’s strategic importance, Arctic
security has been pushed near the top of
NATO’s agenda for the first time. For this
summer’s summit to proceed smoothly,
allies should expect concrete deliverables
related to NATO’s posture, presence and

The second issue likely to be raised con-
cerns NATO's relationship with the broader
region — a matter of particular importance
to the host country, Turkiye. While Turkiye
has been an integral part of transatlantic
security since joining NATO in the 1950s,
Ankara also places increasing emphasis on
security issues in the Black Sea region and
the Middle East. Notably, it was a Turkish
initiative at the 2004 NATO Summit in
Istanbul that led to the creation of the
Istanbul Cooperation Initiative, which for-
malized NATO’s engagement with several

Gulf states. Since then, the framework has
provided a useful platform for high-level
dialogue, though it has produced relatively
few tangible outcomes in terms of shared
security. With the political momentum that
comes from hosting the summit, NATO
should seize the opportunity to revamp, or
at least reenergize, the Istanbul Cooperation
Initiative and strengthen its relationships
with key Gulf partners.

The third issue, and one that will no doubt
be a top priority for Trump, will be the health
of the alliance’s defense spending. Dating
back to his first term in the White House,
Trump has been among the most vocal US
presidents in urging European allies to
spend more on defense. At last year’s sum-
mit in The Hague, NATO took a historic step
by agreeing to aim for defense spending of 5
percent of gross domestic product. This is
three percentage points higher than the
long-standing 2 percent benchmark. While
this goal is not expected to be met until the
early 2030s, there is little doubt that Trump
will be closely monitoring progress in the
meantime.

At present, only a handful of allies, pri-
marily the Baltic states and Poland, come
even close to meeting the 5 percent target. If
Trump succeeds in working with Congress
to pass his proposed $1.5 trillion defense
budget, the US itself would reach that thresh-
old. The faster European allies demonstrate
meaningful progress toward this goal, the
smoother alliance management is likely to
be between the White House and European
capitals. The final issue, though unlikely to
receive much public attention, will be dis-
cussed intensively behind closed doors: the
war in Ukraine. Trump has made slow but
steady progress in pushing Russia and
Ukraine toward negotiations and NATO'’s
posture at the summit will depend heavily
on how far diplomatic efforts have advanced
by then. Trump has been clear that Ukrainian
membership of NATO is off the table, mean-
ing the alliance will need to find creative
ways to remain engaged with Kyiv —
strengthening cooperation and support
without crossing political red lines set by
Washington.

—Arab News

Netanyahu the biggest
obstacle to Trump’s Gaza plan

OSAMA AL-SHARIF

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu was never on board when US
President Donald Trump announced his
20-point Gaza peace plan, which led to the
Oct. 10 ceasefire agreement. He has
resisted pressure to honor Israel’s commit-
ments under phase one of the plan: allow-
ing the unimpeded flow of humanitarian
aid and stopping the killing of Palestinians
in Gaza. More than 450 Palestinians,
including women and children, have been
killed since the ceasefire came into effect.
And Israel has prevented the entry of the
caravans and shelter needed to protect
tens of thousands of displaced Gazans
from the bitter cold that has swept the
region for weeks. Infants have died of cold
and exposure as a result.

Netanyahu was equally unhappy with
Trump’s idea of establishing a “Board of
Peace” to oversee the implementation of
his plan, including the naming of a
Palestinian national committee to run the
enclave and inviting international troops
to serve as a stabilization force in Gaza.

When Trump unveiled the four-tier
structure of his Board of Peace this month
— with an executive committee, a
Palestinian national committee, a US gen-
eral to head the stabilization force and a
high commissioner to liaise between the
Palestinian technocratic body and the
executive committee — Netanyahu found
himself cornered. Trump had stripped
him of leverage regarding the fate of the
Palestinian enclave. The US president also
announced it was time to move to the sec-
ond phase of the plan, which would entail
Israel’s gradual withdrawal from Gaza, in
addition to disarming Hamas.

But the real challenge for the Board of
Peace will be forcing Netanyahu to yield
and embrace the plan and its requirements
fully and unconditionally. One litmus test
is the opening of the Rafah border cross-
ing. Trump sent his son-in-law, Jared
Kushner, and his special envoy, Steve
Witkoff, to Israel earlier this week to push
this step forward. Netanyahu resisted,
reiterating that for the crossing to open,
Hamas must hand over the body of the last
Israeli captive.

Within 24 hours, the Israeli military
found the hostage’s remains in an area
under its control in Gaza. Netanyahu
bowed — but not before setting new condi-
tions. He would allow the Rafah crossing
to open not for aid trucks, but only for
pedestrians to travel between Gaza and

Egypt as part of a “limited reopening.”

Meanwhile, Israel continues to refuse
entry to the 15-member Palestinian com-
mittee tasked with assuming responsibili-
ties in the beleaguered Strip.

Whatever the outcome of Kushner and
Witkoff’s trip to Israel, the general impres-
sion is that Netanyahu will continue fight-
ing to have a final say on what happens
next in Gaza. While the two US envoys met
with Netanyahu, Israeli shelling killed at
least three Palestinians in various parts of
the Strip. The Israeli army has also contin-
ued expanding areas under its control
beyond the so-called Yellow Line. It is
believed to occupy nearly 60 percent of
Gaza. The areas under its control have
been flattened, while the army is digging
deep trenches to prevent Palestinians from
returning to what used to be their homes.

Trump’s Board of Peace has sent tremors
across the globe because it has been given
amandate that extends beyond Gaza. Most
of America’s Western allies have declined
the invitation to join. The Arab and Muslim
nations that have joined have done so after
a careful assessment of the costs and ben-
efits. Being on board regarding Gaza’s
future is better than opting out. Working
with Trump and his aides from within far
outweighs being locked out of the deliber-
ations and discussions. The Palestinian
Authority has not been represented at any
level of Trump’s plan and is unlikely to
have a role in the near future, pending its
much-touted reform, which is a red her-
ring. As much as the PA needs genuine
reform and accountability, Israel will
never approve of a Palestinian body that
seeks to fulfill the ambition of a two-state
solution. Even so, Netanyahu's recent
political maneuvers do not bode well for
the Board of Peace and Trump’s peace
plan. He remains the biggest obstacle to
ending the carnage, opening border cross-
ings and allowing much-needed aid and
supplies to enter freely. Ironically,
Netanyahu and his far-right partners still
espouse a plan to forcibly remove Gazans
from the enclave, retain open-ended mili-
tary control of the Strip and prevent recon-
struction efforts. The opening of the Rafah
crossing will put Trump’s plan and his
board to the ultimate test. Already,
Netanyahu is seeking to derail that effort.
He now plans to establish another crossing
point, totally controlled by Israel, next to
Rafah inside Gaza. Netanyahu is always
planning ahead, working to impose new
conditions that will keep him in the game.

—Arab News

US-Europe rift serves
neither, but is it inevitable?

YOSSI MEKELBERG

A rift between the US and Europe is
quickly brewing. However, neither side
can afford it or will benefit from it. Worse,
this long-standing alliance now faces its
severest test yet, which is bound to remain
for the next three years. It is already leav-
ing deep scars.

The security and prosperity of what is
known as the West depend on close trans-
atlantic relationships. When this alliance
weakens, it only serves those the US and
Europe perceive as their main rivals:
China and Russia. One would not be sur-
prised if the leaderships in Beijing and
Moscow were rubbing their hands with
glee at every spat between the Trump
administration and America’s NATO
allies. The American administration’s
insistence on acquiring Greenland has
proven to be, for the EU, the UK and
Canada, the final straw. For them, this
was a red line they could not afford to let
Washington cross without mounting a
challenge, as they did.

The strategic importance of Greenland
— the world’s largest island — is indis-
putable and it will only increase because
of the unfortunate impact of climate
change. Its strategic position between the
US and Russia makes it a front-line area of
growing importance as the ice sheets
melt. Global warming 1is causing
Greenland’s ice sheet and the rest of the
Arctic’s sea ice to melt, opening new sea
routes that will serve as an alternative to
traditional, costly navigation through the
Suez and Panama canals. Add to this
Greenland’s rich mineral and hydrocar-
bon deposits and the attraction of this
massive island, despite its harsh weather,
lack of infrastructure and remoteness, is
turning it into the US’ latest frontier.

Alas, the way President Donald Trump
is going about it alienates his country’s
closest allies and does so needlessly. The
idea of the American frontier underpins

the country’s historical westward expan-
sion, with European settlers moving from
the original settlements along the Atlantic
Coast toward the Pacific Coast. This was a
combination of ideology and utilitarian-
ism, eventually resulting, for instance, in
the purchase of Alaska in 1867 for the
modest sum of $7.2 million (about $150
million today).

Acquiring territories reflected the
“manifest destiny” notion, coined by John
L. O’Sullivan in 1845, that America had a
special destiny to stretch across the conti-
nent. However, it was another US presi-
dent, Woodrow Wilson, with his notable
14 points during the First World War, who
made his country the champion of the
right to self-determination — a position
that now seems reversed by the current
US administration.

Greenland, in Trump’s thinking, epito-
mizes this. And it is no longer a fight
between the so-called new world and the
old world of colonial Europe, but a con-
frontation that undermines the closest of
allies, which share similar security con-
cerns and, at least until recently, similar
values and respect for the norms of a
rules-based world order.

Before Trump’s arrival at the World
Economic Forum in Davos, the fear was
that the issue of Greenland was going to
cause irreparable damage to the US’ rela-
tionship with most of the other members
of NATO, which believed that Trump
would not climb down from his demand
for American sovereignty over the island.

The day before Trump addressed the
forum, Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney urged his fellow “middle powers”
to form new alliances, accusing the great
powers of abandoning the post-Second
World War system of freer trade and
international norms, which required an
adequate response. “We understand that
this rupture calls for more than adapta-
tion,” he said, as “the old order is not com-
ing back. We should not mourn it

The Two-and-a-Half-Year Agreement:
The Future of the Pakistan Muslim
League (N) and the Hopes of Its Workers

Written by: Chaudhry
Shabbir Balochistani :
Published by ANI

The politics of
Balochistan has now
entered a phase in which
political  reconciliation,
mutual trust and practi-
cal decisions hold excep-
tional importance for the province’s future.
The two-and-a-half-year political agree-
ment reached between the Pakistan Muslim
League (N) and the Pakistan Peoples Party
is an important development in this context.
It should not be viewed merely as a political
formula, but as a significant opportunity
for political stability, continuity in govern-
ance and development in Balochistan.

The real success of this agreement will be
possible only when it is implemented
promptly and effectively in accordance
with its agreed spirit. Political agreements
become meaningful only when their deci-
sions take practical shape and their positive
effects reach the government, political par-
ties, workers and, ultimately, the people.

The political vision of Mian Muhammad
Nawaz Sharif has always been linked to
political stability, democratic continuity,
economic development and public welfare.
For Balochistan, this vision also requires
political forces to promote mutual coopera-
tion, resolve differences through dialogue
and adopt a joint strategy to lead the prov-
ince towards development and prosperity.

The two-and-a-half-year agreement is a
valuable political opportunity in this
regard. If the Pakistan Muslim League (N)
and the Pakistan Peoples Party move for-
ward with this agreement in all serious-
ness, it will not only create political stabil-
ity within the government but also provide
a Dbetter environment for development,
administrative continuity and the resolu-
tion of public issues in Balochistan.

The agreement has also raised many
hopes among the workers and voters of the
Pakistan Muslim League (N). Party workers
who have remained associated with the
party for a long time expect the decisions of
the central leadership to be translated into
practical action, the party to be made active
and organized in Balochistan, and elected
representatives to be provided opportuni-
ties to play an effective role. Similarly,
PML-N voters want the representation of
their votes to be visible at the governmental
level and the problems of their areas to be
given priority.

Therefore, the central focus of the leader-
ship should now be the effective and com-
plete implementation of the agreement. The
agreed points should be implemented in

phases, the decisions already taken should
be completed, and the decisions made at the
central level should also be effectively mon-
itored at the provincial level. This will
increase trust between political partners
and send a clear message to workers that
the leadership is serious about translating
its decisions and promises into practical
action.

The Future of the
Organizational Development

Another important positive aspect of the
two-and-a-half-year agreement is that it
may provide the Pakistan Muslim League
(N) with an opportunity to reorganize,
strengthen and activate its structure in
Balochistan. The real strength of any politi-
cal party lies in its workers and organiza-
tion. Without a strong organization, it is
difficult to transform a political vision into
public strength.

Therefore, the central leadership of the
Pakistan Muslim League (N) should
advance organizational development in
Balochistan ~on a  priority  basis.
Organizations at the district and tehsil lev-
els should be activated, contact with work-
ers should be restored, active and capable
political workers should be brought for-
ward, and elected representatives should
also be given an effective role in the process
of organizational strengthening.

There is a particular need to strengthen
the party organization in Quetta city.
Quetta is not only the capital of Balochistan
but also the province’s most important
political center. If an active and energetic
PML-N member of the Provincial Assembly
is given appropriate governmental repre-
sentation and responsibility, he can play his
role in the government while also contribut-
ing effectively to party workers, organiza-
tional affairs and urban issues.

This is not merely a matter of giving office
to an individual; it is a strategy for trans-
forming political energy into organizational
strength. If an active elected representative
serves as an effective link between the gov-
ernment and the party, it can increase work-
ers’ confidence, strengthen organizational
activity and enhance the party’s presence
among the people.

NA-263 Also Deserves Special Importance

Similarly, the central leadership should
give NA-263 special political and organiza-
tional importance. It is an important con-
stituency of Balochistan where major politi-
cal figures have traditionally competed
against one another.

The elected Member of the National
Assembly from the Pakistan Muslim League
(N) should also be given appropriate gov-
ernmental representation and responsibil-
ity so that he can serve the people of his

PML-N and

constituency more effectively and, at the
same time, play his role in activating and
strengthening the PML-N organization in
Balochistan.

Giving effective governmental responsi-
bilities to elected representatives from
important constituencies should not be
viewed merely in personal terms; it should
be part of the party’s overall political and
organizational strategy. When elected rep-
resentatives act as a bridge between the
government, the people and the party
organization, the party’s overall political
strength increases, and voters also gain a
practical sense of representation.

A Positive Message for the
Leadership

The central leadership of the Pakistan
Muslim League (N) has an excellent oppor-
tunity in Balochistan today. Complete
implementation of the two-and-a-half-year
agreement, effective organizational devel-
opment, appropriate governmental repre-
sentation for the active MPA from Quetta
city, and an effective governmental respon-
sibility for the elected MNA from NA-263—
these steps together can give the Pakistan
Muslim League (N) a new political energy
in Balochistan.

This is not the time to weaken any indi-
vidual or group; it is the time to strengthen
the party’s collective future. The hopes of
workers and voters will become a reality
only when they see that the party leader-
ship is fulfilling its promises, giving confi-
dence to workers, activating the organiza-
tion and providing elected representatives
with effective opportunities to serve the
people.

To strengthen the political future of the
Pakistan Muslim League (N) in Balochistan,
it is essential that the central leadership not
only make decisions but also ensure their
implementation. Organizational develop-
ment should not remain a mere paper exer-
cise; it must be taken into the practical field.

The two-and-a-half-year agreement is an
important opportunity for political recon-
ciliation and stability in Balochistan. If it is
taken forward with positive thinking,
mutual trust and practical measures, its
benefits can reach not only both political
parties but also the people of Balochistan.

Today, the need is for the agreement to be
strengthened, the organization to be
strengthened, the workers to be strength-
ened, and the Pakistan Muslim League (N)
to become even stronger in Balochistan as
an active, dynamic and people-oriented
political force.

This is the path that, in accordance with
the political vision of Mian Nawaz Sharif,
can lead towards a peaceful, stable and
developed Balochistan.

Central
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Houston Business Delegation Pays Tribute

to Quaid-e-Azam at Mazar-e-Quaid

Report: ANI:

KARACHI --- A high-level busi-
ness delegation from Houston, Texas,
visited Mazar-e-Quaid in Karachi
and paid tribute to Pakistan’s
founder, Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah.

Led by USP Corporate CEO Dr
Mubashir Chaudhry, the delegation
offered Fateha and laid a floral
wreath at the mausoleum. The visi-
tors also prayed for Pakistan’s devel-
opment, prosperity and stability.

The delegation was hosted by Star
Marketing ~ Managing  Director
Mahmood Ahmed Khan and FPCCI
Central Standing Committee
Convener Syed Turab Shah.

Members of the delegation appre-
ciated Quaid-e-Azam’s vision and
leadership and acknowledged his
historic struggle for the creation of
Pakistan.

The delegation also discussed
opportunities to strengthen
Pakistan-US trade and business ties,
emphasizing greater investment,
partnerships and cooperation
between businesses in both countries.

Mahmood Ahmed Khan said
overseas Pakistanis and the interna-

)

tional business community could
play an important role in Pakistan’s
economic development.

The visit concluded with a focus
on expanding business cooperation,
investment  opportunities  and
stronger economic ties between
Pakistan and the United States.

FGEHA to Auction Commercial Plots in
Islamabad on September 15-16

Report: ANI Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD -- The Federal
Government Employees Housing
Authority (FGEHA) will hold an auc-
tion of commercial plots in the rap-
idly developing sectors of G-13 and
G-14, Islamabad, on September 15
and 16, 2026.

The auction will start at 10:00 a.m.
onboth days at Grand Marki Enclave,
Margalla Road, E-11, Islamabad.

Commercial plots in G-14 Markaz
and the shopping centres of G-14/2,
G-14/3 and G-14/4 will be offered,
while G-13 will feature Class-III
commercial and Modern Corporate/
Office plots.

FGEHA said the auction has gen-
erated strong interest among inves-
tors and the business community.
Buyers will be offered easy install-
ment plans for up to two years, a 10%
discount on lump-sum payments
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and the facility to pay the remaining
amount in installments after an ini-
tial payment of 25%.

The Authority said the locations
offer connectivity with the Metro
and major roads and are approxi-
mately 8 kilometres from the M-1

and M-2 motorways and 12 kilome-
tres from Islamabad International
Airport. FGEHA has invited inves-
tors, businesspersons, developers
and individuals interested in com-
mercial property to participate in the
auction.

Jhelum DC Chairs Meeting on
Union Council Names

BY: ANI Correspondent:

Jhelum: A meeting was held under
the chairmanship of Deputy
Commissioner Jhelum Mir Raza
Ozgun to review matters related to
the names of Union Councils. The
meeting was attended by the Deputy
Director Local Government, political
figures and other relevant represent-

atives. During the meeting, various
proposals regarding the names of
Union Councils were discussed in
detail. Participants shared their
views and suggestions at the local
level, while relevant records and
administrative matters were also
taken into consideration.

Deputy Commissioner Jhelum
Mir Raza Ozgun directed that all

matters concerning the names of
Union Councils be completed in
accordance with the prescribed
rules, regulations and relevant pro-
cedures. He stressed that the process
should be carried forward in a trans-
parent and effective manner while
taking into account the views of local
representatives and other relevant
stakeholders.

JI Announces Rawalpindi Sit-in From
September 9 Against Petroleum Levy

BY: FT Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD -- Jamaat-e-Islami
Punjab Ameer Dr. Tariq Saleem has
announced that a protest sit-in will
be launched in Rawalpindi from
September 9 against what the party
describes as an illegal petroleum
levy and anti-people economic poli-
cies.

Addressing a meeting of JI leaders
in Rawalpindi, Dr. Tariq Saleem said
party workers and citizens from
Rawalpindi and surrounding areas
would participate in the sit-in daily.

He also formed a steering commit-
tee comprising Igbal Khan, Hafiz
Tanveer Ahmed, Raja Mumtaz
Hussain, Mian Yasir Ali Gujjar and
Inam-ul-Haq Awan to oversee the
protest.

Dr. Tariq Saleem alleged that the
government had collected around
Rs4,000 billion from ordinary citi-
zens through petroleum levies and
other charges. He criticized the priv-

ileges enjoyed by the ruling elite and
said the Rawalpindi sit-in would be
part of JI's broader campaign against
petroleum levies, inflation and ris-
ing economic pressures on the public

DPO Khushab Directs Zero Tolerance for
Corruption, Foolproof Security for
Undertrial Prisoners

BY: City Reporter ANI

KHUSHAB -- In compliance with
the directives of the Inspector
General of Police, Punjab, a special
meeting of senior police officers,
ASP (Under Training), SDPOs, SHOs
and personnel assigned to judicial
duties was held at Police Lines,
Jauharabad, under the chairmanship
of DPO Khushab Dr. Ammara
Shirazi.

The meeting directed strict imple-
mentation of the Punjab Chief
Minister’s vision of a corruption-free
Punjab, along with a zero-tolerance
policy against corruption, 100 per-
cent compliance with SOPs for judi-
cial duties and foolproof security for
undertrial prisoners receiving medi-
cal treatment.

The DPO also ordered effective

supervision of personnel deployed
on duty. The movement of prison
vans is being monitored directly
through CCTV cameras to ensure
transparency and security.

Dr. Ammara Shirazi made it clear
that indiscriminate accountability
would continue against police per-
sonnel found guilty of negligence,
dereliction of duty or corruption.

YPF, Justice Project Pakistan
Discuss Measures to Combat Drug Abuse

BY: Hurish Shah FT:

ISLAMABAD -- Syeda Nosheen
Iftikhar, MNA and President of the
Young  Parliamentarians ~ Forum
(YPF), held an introductory meeting
with representatives of Justice Project
Pakistan at the Parliament House.

The meeting focused on exploring
cooperation to combat drug abuse
and  narcotics-related  offences
among youth. Both sides stressed the
need for prevention, rehabilitation
and human rights-based drug policy
reforms that prioritise health, dig-
nity and proportionate sentencing.

Syeda Nosheen Iftikhar reaf-
firmed YPF's commitment to evi-
dence-based policies, emphasizing
that addiction should be addressed
through healthcare and rehabilita-
tion rather than criminalisation. She
also stressed protecting young peo-
ple from discrimination and stigma.

Among Youth

Justice Project Pakistan represent-
atives briefed the meeting on their
efforts to provide legal aid to vulner-

able prisoners facing mnarcotics
charges, promote fair trials and
humane treatment, and advocate

reforms to Pakistan’s drug laws.

Both sides agreed to continue dia-
logue and explore future coopera-
tion in legislation, parliamentary
briefings, awareness campaigns and
policy advocacy.

Senate Interior Committee Reviews
Subcommittee Report, Private Bills and

BY: ANI Correspondent:

ISLAMABAD -- A meeting of the
Senate Standing Committee on
Interior was held on September 7
under the chairmanship of Senator
Faisal Saleem Rehman, where mem-
bers discussed the final report of a
subcommittee, private members’
bills, blue passports for serving and
former senators, and other matters.

Senator Saifullah Abro presented
the subcommittee’s report, alleging
that the FBR had failed to fully coop-
erate over issues involving tax eva-
sion and imports, while the FIA and
Customs had provided assistance.
Chairman Faisal Saleem Rehman
said law-enforcement institutions
were responsible for preventing tax
evasion and should not be made con-
troversial.

Minister of State for Interior
Senator Talal Chaudhry said the

Finance Ministry should find a per-
manent solution and suggested that
the subcommittee’s report be for-
warded to the ministry.

The committee unanimously
passed the Islamabad Consumers
Protection Amendment Bill, 2026 and
the Criminal Laws Amendment Bill,
2026, moved by Senator Samina
Mumtaz Zehri. The Anti-Rape
Investigation and Trial Amendment
Bill, 2026, moved by Senator Bushra
Anjum Butt, and another Criminal
Laws Amendment Bill, 2026, moved
by Senator Shahadat Awan, were also
passed by majority votes. Heated
exchanges took place between Talal
Chaudhry and several senators over
the bills.

The committee also received a
briefing from DIG Hazara on the
murder of Ayat Noor in Haripur.
Officials said the case was reported
on August 10, registered on August

12, and the accused was arrested on
August 21 after CCTV footage from
202 rooms was reviewed. Other
accused have also been traced, while
the challan has not yet been submit-
ted.

Regarding blue passports, officials
said current parliamentarians are
issued passports valid for five years,
while cases of former senators are for-
warded to the Ministry. Senator Talal
Chaudhry said the government had
reduced the number of blue passports
and improved the approval process.

Senators questioned the issuance
and cancellation procedures and
demanded details of passports issued
to parliamentarians and cases of
alleged misuse. The meeting also dis-
cussed the murder case of Mansehra
businessman Syed Aamir Shahzad
Shah, with members differing over
whether it should also be taken up by
the Senate Human Rights Committee.

Terrorism Does Not Represent Any
Nation, Portraying It as Pashtun-Baloch

Conflict Is a Conspiracy

BY:Syed Sardar M Khondai/ ANI

PISHIN  -The All Parties
Anjuman-e-Tajiran Pishin organized
a protest rally against the activities
of armed groups, recent terrorist
incidents and unrest in Pishin and
Saranan. The rally later turned into a
protest gathering attended by a large
number of people.

ANP  Balochistan  President
Asghar Khan Achakzai, JUI provin-
cial vice president Maulana Kamal-
ud-Din, Pashtunkhwa National
Awami Party Central Information
Secretary Essa Khan Roshan, and
representatives of traders and civil
society addressed the gathering.

The speakers said portraying ter-
rorism in the Pashtun belt as a
Pashtun-Baloch conflict was an
attempt to create hatred and division
between the two communities. They
stressed that terrorism does not rep-
resent any nation, language or region

and called for a united stand against
it.

The protesters criticized the gov-
ernment and relevant institutions,
demanding  immediate action

Speakers
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against terrorism and armed groups
in Pishin, Saranan and other
Pashtun areas, along with effective
protection of the lives and property
of citizens.

Defence Day Celebrated with National

Report: ANI Correspondent:

MUZAFFARABAD --A colourful
ceremony featuring national and
patriotic songs was held at Narul
Cricket Stadium under the auspices
of the Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Cell to mark Pakistan
Defence Day.

Organised on the special direc-
tions of the AJK government in col-
laboration with various depart-

a

ments, the event was attended by a
large number of children, women,
youth and citizens. The ceremony
paid tribute to the martyrs of
September 6, 1965, while promoting
patriotism, national unity and the
spirit of defending the country
among the younger generation.
Renowned local singers and art-
ists from across AJK performed
patriotic songs, receiving enthusias-
tic applause from the audience.

Songs and Cultural Event

Children also waved the flags of
Pakistan and Azad Kashmir, con-
veying messages of unity, brother-
hood, peace and national solidarity.

Special stalls were also set up by
government departments and pri-
vate companies, attracting signifi-
cant public interest. Participants
paid tribute to the sacrifices of
Pakistan’s martyrs and prayed for
the country’s peace, stability, secu-
rity and prosperity.

Rawalpindi Inspector Chaudhry Fazal
Takes Charge as SHO Banni Police Station

Report: ANI:

RAWALPINDI -- CPO Rawalpindi
Hassan Mushtaq Sukhera has
appointed Inspector Chaudhry Fazal
Akbar as the Station House Officer
(SHO) of Banni Police Station. The
newly appointed SHO has formally
assumed charge and initiated practi-
cal measures to improve law and
order and curb crime within the
police station’s jurisdiction.

Inspector Chaudhry Fazal Akbar
said that, in accordance with the
directions of CPO Rawalpindi
Hassan Mushtaq Sukhera, special

attention would be given to provid-
ing better police services to citizens

and improving the police station cul-
ture.

He further said that he would uti-
lize his professional capabilities to
ensure the protection of citizens’
lives and property, while effective
action would be taken against crimi-
nal elements.

Meanwhile, residents and social
circles of the area expressed hope
that the new SHO would perform his
responsibilities effectively, provide
relief to the public and play a key
role in bringing positive changes to
the police station’s working environ-
ment.
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